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Palestinian hearing 

G&rfEvA (R^^'A^Unircd Nations human rights team began Wednes- 
: -arf_iti. annual investigation of IsrafiR behaviour in the occupied Arab, 
•S??*® tow In die week fly to. the region to take testimony 

frooi Palestinians. A? die United Nations' main source of infonnation on . 
Ine immari righisswiiStion in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the panel 
Mpoits eadt yearfb thc\lLN. General Assembly. It was set up in 1968, 

. Tb e Af ee-memberi oonmunee', beaded by Daya Per era, Sri. Lanka's 
^®Mssa<far ' to-_the tinned . Nations m New York, met in. Geneva 
- W^ ne sday lor a two-day 1 session, ab.N. communique said. The experts 
?“* fly to the Middle. East to hold hearings in Amman from May 21 to 24, 
Damascus from May £5 to 27, aodGtiro from May 29to June 1 . They will 
**** p 1 ? ! testimony from witnesses, many of them expected to be 
rafestMuansrecemly expelled from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, the 
co mmu nique said. Jordan r Egypt, the Arab League and tbe Palestine 
liberation. Organisation (PLO) have sent letters to the committee about 
Israel's han d ling , of the Palestinian uprising. 



An independent Arad political daily p'jbflsfi^d^the Jordatf) Press Foundation 
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U.S.: Blast hit Soviet rocket plant 

WASHINGTON (R) A huge explosion in the Ukraine has destroyed 
the Soviet Union's only production. line for the main motor of its new 
rail-mounted SS-24 nuclear missile. U.S. defence officials said Wednes- 
day. They told Reuters the blast last Thursday at a solid-rocket propellant 
plant near Pavlograd. 800 kilometres southwest of Moscow, would delay 
SS-24 production Tor at least six months but would not weaken Soviet 
nuclear forces. In Moscow, a Soviet spokesman said Wednesday the blast 
did not involve missile fuel or rockets. Gennady Gerasimov told Reuters 
three people had been killed in an explosion at a chemical plant in the 
Ukraine that produced industrial explosives (Related story on page 8). 
U.S. Defence Secretary Frank Carlucci announced last month that the 
Soviet Union had already deployed about 10 of the 10-warhead SS-24s on 
rail cars. The missiles have a range of 9 92U kilometres and, because they 
can be shifted about quickly, arc almost impossible to destroy before they 
can be fired, according to the Defence Department. 
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King sends good . 
wishes to Norway n . 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has sent a cable of 
congratulations to King Olav V of 
Norway on the occasion'd! the 
anniversary of Norway's Con- 
stitution-Day. The King wished 


and happiness and the Norwegian 
people further progress arid 
prosperity. 

Sudan says attack - 
suspects confessed . 

KHARTOUM (R) — Three men 
have confessed to attacks on a 
Khartoum club and a bote] in 
which seven people died, saying 
they wanted to hit U.S. and 
British targets, Sudan's police 
chief said Wednesday. General 
Ibrahim Abdul Karim fold repor- 
ters . the three men, carrying 
Lebanese passports, said they 
had been trained in an Arab 
country which be did not name. 
The' general said they had aimed 
at U>S. and British targets but he 
did not give their motives. The 
three were arrested shortly after a 
bomb attack on the Acropole 
Hotel and a machinegune raid On 
the Sudan Club in central Khar- 
toum Sunday (see page 5) 

Zia to visit C hina 

PEKING (AP) — Pakistan Presi- 
dent Mohammad Zia U1 Haq will 
make an eight-day state visit to 
China from May .30, the Foreign 
Minis try announced Wednesday. 
Zia, visiting China for the first 
time since 1982, . will be the guest 
of President Yang Sbangkun, 
ministry spokesman Li Zhaoxing 
said at a news briefing. 

Pretoria denies 

Iran arms sales. ; 

. . • . -• • • . . 

CAPE TOWN. (R) — Reports 
that South Africa is supplying 
arms to Iran is a “damned lie, - 
according to Defence Minister 
Magnus Mai an. General Mai an 
was reacting in parliament Tues- 
day to U.S. press reports, cited 
by an opposition paihamenta- 
rian, that South Africa was selling 
arms, including a powerful 
Howiizer, to Iran. 

Egypt pardons 2,804 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian. Presi- 
dent Hosm Mubarak has ordered 
the release of 2,804 prisoners to 
mark ‘Eitf AI Fite, national news- 
papers reported Wednesday. The 
pardon applied to prisoners of 
good conduct who had served 
half their sentences but excluded 
those convicted of drug offences, 
robbery or black marketeering, 
they said. 

Spain accepts 
US* offer - 

MADRID (R) ■— Spain has 
accepted an oner from die Un- 
ited States to protect its shij» in 
the Gulf, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Wednesday. He 
said Spain decided to accept the 
offer last Friday and that it was 
not a result of an Iraqi attack on 
the Spanish tanker Barcelona 
Saturday in which one crew mem- 
ber died and three more went 
missing. 

Iraqi division 
commander fired 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Spririam Hussein has fired an 
army division commander for 
negligence during the liberation 
of the southern Fao peninsula 
from Iranian forces last month, 
newspapers reported Wednes- 
day. A Revolutionary Command 
Council (RCC) decree signed by 
Hussein said Seventh Army Divi- 
sion .Commander Brigadier Saad 
Abdul Hadi Mohammad Saleh 
was discharged from the army for 
failing to carry out his duties 
(hiring the battle. 

Ethiopia 
imposes war levy 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethio- 
pian workers must contribute a 
month’s pay to the war effort 
against northern rebels over the 
next year under a new decree. A 
proclamation by (lie Courted of 
State, the supreme authority 
when parliament is in recess, said 
Tuesday all Ethiopians earning at 
least 50 birr ($24) a month must 
to pay the levy in 12 monthly 
instalments starting next month. 


W. Bank villagers 
clash with troops; 

1 killed, 9 injured 


RAMALLAH, occupied West Bank (Agen- 
cies) — Israeli troops killed one Palestinian 
and wounded nine others Wednesday during 
pre-dawn arrest sweeps in two West Bank 
villages, hospital officials and Arab witnesses 
said. 


Another five Palestinians were 
-taken to Ramallah hospital with 
beating injuries after stone- 
throwing protesters dashed with 
hundreds of soldiers in helicop- 
ters, army vehicles and bulldoz- 
ers, witnesses told the AP. 

. The army said soldiers clashed 
with hundreds of Palestinians in 
the villages of Abwein and Au- 
rora about 15 kilometres north of 
Ramallah in the West Bank, and 
that a commander fired live 
ammunition, killing one and 
wounding four. 

Five Palestinians were also in- 
jured by rubber bullets and tear- 
gas, the array spokesman said. 

. Residents quoted by Reuters 
said a large army force arrived at 
5 a.m. and entered tbe village. 
.They said the army had tried 
several times in past month to 
enter the village and had been 


stopped by Palestinian protesters. 

Reuters also reported that nine 
protesters were injured, one 
seriously, by Israeli troops who 
opened fire and also used tear-gas 
in the clash at Abwein and Au- 
rora, hospital sources said. 

The army dosed the area to the 
press. It maintained curfews on 
the West Bank refugee camps of 
Dbeishe and Qalandia and the 
villages of Anabta and Kafr 
Bauja. 

It also kept a curfew in the 
Gaza refugee camp of Jabalya. 

A joint Israeli government 
committee was meanwhile re- 
commended that Israeli high 
school students in pre-military 
training should not serve at army 
bases where Palestinians are de- 
tained. 

It was responding to an inci- 
dent in February when students 


were reported to have beaten 
Palestinian prisoners at a deten- 
tion centre. 

A spokesman for the Israeli 
"civil administration" said ail 
schools in the West Bank, closed 
since February, would be gra- 
dually reopened from Monday. 

No decision has been made 
about reopening universities, he 
said. 

Merchants in tbe occupied 
lands observed a near total com- 
mercial strike as Muslims marked 
Eid A1 Fitr. 

In the West Bank, the army 
Tuesday arrested the head of the 
biology department of the Vati- 
can-funded Bethlehem Universi- 
ty. Palestinian sources said. 

And in a mounting crackdown 
on the press, police arrested the 
publisher of the ultra-leftist Heb- 
rew-Arabic newspaper Derech 
Hanitzotz, sources said. 

Five editors of the bi-weekly 
newspaper — four Israelis and 
one Palestinian — were detained 
recently after Israel closed it 
down. None has yet been 
charged. 

The Palestinian editor, Ribhi 
AI Aruri, was jailed for six 
months without trial. 


Amal-Hizbollah war continues 
despite mediation, warning 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Pro-Ira- 
nian Shi’ite fighters fonght 
Wednesday to oust Syrian-back- 
ed rivals from Beirut's southern 
suburbs as Iran pressed Syria not 
to send in its troops. 


‘Hostages 
face death’ 

BEIRUT (R) — Kidnappers of 
Western hostages threatened to 
kill their captives if Syrian 
troops moved to end Utter fac- 
tional fighting in South Beirut, 
pro-Syrian Shi’ite Muslim 
sources said Wednesday. 

“The kidnappers of foreign 
hostages threatened to kiU their 
captives if Syrian troops enter 
the southern suburbs,” a top 
ShTite leader told Renters. 


Security sources and residents 
said fighters of tbe Iranian-backed 
HizboOah (Party of God) and the 
pro-Syrian Amal militia ignored a 
ceasefire mediated by Iran and 
Syria to trade artillery, mortar 
and rocket fire across debris- 
strewn streets. 

They said three people were 
killed in battles which rocked 
Chiyah and Ghobeiri districts, 
Amal’s last strongholds in the 
area, taking the death toll in 13 
days of fighting to more than 255. 

Some 7,000 heavily-armed Sy- 
rian troops have surrounded the 
area since Saturday, awaiting 
orders to quell battles in the 
suburbs where some of the 22 
foreigners missing in Lebanon are 
believed to be held hostage. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Ati-Mohammad Besharati 
told reporters talks between Syria 


and Iran would "definitely can- 
cel" the Syrian decision to move 
in. 

"It (the deployment) is not in 
Syria's interest and not all the 
people want the Syrian entry... I 
have said the suburbs do not need 
the presence of outside forces,” 
be said after a meeting with 
acting Prime Minister Selim 
Hoss. 

But a pro-Syrian official told 
Reuters Syria was still deter- 
mined to deploy in the suburbs, 

(Continued on page 5) 


King renews call for pan- Arab force 
pledges total support for Palestini 


TAFILEH (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein has renewed a 
ca II for further inter-Arab coop- 
eration and the formation of an 
Arab rapid deployment force to 
defend Arab soil and protect 
Arab interests anywhere in the 
Arab Worid. 

The King said the Jordanian 
Armed Forces would be hon- 
oured to serve within the ranks of 
the cal led -for force and do its 
duty towards the Arab Nation. 

The King, in remarks to digni- 
taries, notables and officials at 
the southern town of Tafileh fol- 
lowing ‘Eid AJ Fitr prayers there 
Monday, said Jordan would re- 
main "at the head cf Arab forces 
protecting Arab soil and Arab 
heritage." 

"Let us hope that the near 
future will witness the birth of the 



HM King Hussein 


rapid deployment force which 
would serve as a nucleus of an 
Arab army that can offer proper 
defence for the Arab Home- 
land,” the King said. The force, 
he added, will help the Arabs 
achieve their aspirations and fulfil 
the dreams of the free Arabs who 
had struggled to protect their 
homeland- and had faced numer- 
ous challenges. 

King Hussein said a unified 
Arab military might "can thwart 
the evil ambitions of the Iranians 
who dream of establishing a Per- 
sian empire at the expense of the 
Arab World.” 

"Through its continued aggres- 
sion on Iraq, Iran hopes to 
occupy Arab land and Arab and 
Islamic holy places in Mecca and 
Medina and to dominate Arab 
wealth, but Iraq, for the past 


eight years, has been aborting all 
Iranian attempts through deter- 
mination and through "repelling 
one attack after another." the 
King said. 

Jordan, he said, will remain 
committed to Arab causes to true 
adherence to the principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt and will con- 
tinue io back Iraq and all other 
Arab countries faring foreign 
aggression. 

Jordan will also continue to 
extend all possible help to the 
Palestinian people now involved' 
in the uprising against the Israeli 
enemy, the King said. 

Paying tribute to the Palesti- 
nians and the uprising. King Hus- 
sein said the uprising should 
rightly be called a true Palestinian 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq reports intensive 
air raids on warfront 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
reported intensive air raids on 
Iranian troop concentrations 
Wednesday but made no refer- 
ence to claims from Tehran of a 
new Iranian offensive in the 714- 
year-old war. 

High command communiques 
said Iraqi jets and helicopter 
guns hips flew 174 combat mis- 
sions against Iranian troop con- 
centrations Wednesday after 
flying 240 missions on Tuesday. 

In the past, such high rates of 
attack on-the l,T80-kiiometrerwar 
front have indicated an Iranian 
offensive was underway. 

Tehran Radio and the Iranian 
news agency IRNA claimed 
Wednesday Revolutionary 
Guards had killed or wounded 
2,000 Iraqi troops in a new offen- 
sive in northeastern Iraq. 

Tehran radio claimed the 
guards captured nine strategic 
peaks in mountains east of 
Dukan, 300 kilometres north of 
Baghdad, in an operation laun- 
ched Tuesday. 

The Iraqi war communique 
said anti-aircraft gunners shot 
down an Iranian jet which tired to 
enter Iraqi air space over the 
central sector of the front. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
earlier denied Iranian charges 


that Iraq bad used chemical 
weapons in air attacks on the 
north Iranian border town of 
Sardasht. 

The spokesman said Iraqi 
planes had not attacked the area 
with any weapon, adding: “The 
Iranian claim is an absurd 
attempt to justify the shelling of 
resdential border areas in Iraq 
with long-range artillery." 

Iraqis warned Britain 

In London, tbe Foreign Office 
saitkWednesday Iraq warned Bri- 
tain twice that its ships in the Gulf 
could be attacked before Iraqi 
jets bombed the British-reg- 
istered Burtnah Endeavour at the 
weekend. 

A spokesman said the Iraqi 
embassy in London complained 
on May 10 that British ships were 
operating in what Iraq called the 
Iranian exclusion zone in the Gulf 
and were helping tbe Iranian 
effort in the Gulf war. 

TVo days later Britain's ambas- 
sador in Baghdad was summoned 
to the Foreign Ministry where the 
warning was repeated, the 
spokesman said. He said Iraq 
frequently made such complaints. 

The Bunnah Endeavour was 
one of four tankers in the Gulf 
bombed by Iraqi jets Saturday. 


France to restore 
relations with Iran 


PARIS (R) — Fiance’s new gov- 
ernment said Wednesday it would 
restore diplomatic links with Iran 
after a nine-month break, hon- 
ouring a pledge given to win the 
release of the last French hos- 
tages held in Lebanon earlier this 
month. 

Socialist Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard said reelected President 
Francois Mitterrand has asked 
him to ensure that France kept its 
word and fulfilled tbe promises 
made to Iran by the previous 
government. 

"The president and my govern- 
ment have deckled that it is right 
that France’s word should be kept 
as far as the negotiations estab- 
lished between the previous gov- 
ernment and the republic of Iran 
are concerned,'’ Rocard said. 

He said the centre-right gov- 
ernment headed by Gaullist lead- 
er Jacques Chirac had promised 
to restore diplomatic links with 
Iran in exchange for Tehran's 
help in bringing three French 
hostages back from Lebanon last 
May 5. 

In Washington, a State Depart- 
ment spokesman said the United 
States had no immediate com- 
ment on the French move. 

On Monday, the United States 
denied a Kuwaiti newspaper re- 
port that senior U.S. and Iranian 
officials had met in Algeria to try 
to negotiate the release of 10 
American hostages held by pro- 
Iranian and other groups in 
Lebanon. 


France cut diplomatic ties with 
Iran last July over the refusal of 
an Iranian embassy official to 
help French magistrates investi- 
gating a series of bloody bomb 
attacks that shook Paris in the 
autumn of 1986. 

Since them Italy has looked 
after French interests in Iran 
while the Iranian embassy in 
Paris came under the Pakistani 
flag. 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas told Reuters be was to 
meet his Italian counterpart 
Giulio Andreotti later Wednes- 
day to work out the technicalities 
of restoring ties. 

Andreotti is in Paris for the 
annual meeting of the 24-nation 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). 

Rocard said it was Mitterrand 
who at Wednesday's weekly 
cabinet meeting called for the 
previous government's pledge to 
Iran to be honoured. 

On May 5, Chirac had effusive- 
ly thanked Iran for its help when 
welcoming back Marcel Carton. 
Marcel Fontaine and Jean-Paul 
Kauffman n and said the return of 
the last French hostages paved 
the way for restoring links with 
Tehran. 

Although Chirac gave his word 
of honour that France had not 
paid any ransom for the three 

(Contained on page 5) 


Iranian gunboats attack Japanese tanker 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Three 
Iranian speedboats attacked a 
Japanese-owned chemical carrier 
in the Strait of Hormuz Wednes- 
day. Tehran's first retaliation for 
Iraq's stepped up campaign to cut 
off Tehran's oil lifeline. Gulf- 
based shipping executives said. 

The Iranians caught the 6,730- 
ton Ace Chemi tanker 15 
kilometres south of their Larak 
offshore oil terminal at about 8 
a.m. (0400 GMT). They pumped 
it with holes from both sides and 
set it ablaze, said the sources who 
spoke on condition they not be 
named. 

The vessel, which flies the 
Panamanian flag, was en route to 
the Saudi Arabian oil port of 
Jubail to pick a shipment of pet- 
rochemicals destined for the Far 
East markets, they said. 

The crew of the tanker took to 


lifeboats when the vessel caught 
fire for fear it might explode, and 
were later picked up by a salvage 
tugboat that was in the vicinity, 
tbe sources said. They were iden- 
tified as 16 South Koreans and 
their Japanese captain. 

TWo other salvage tugboats 
also rushed to the help of the 
stricken tanker and brought the 
flames aboard the tanker under 
control. 

A U.S. navy spokesman said 
the nearest American warship 
was 100 kilometres away and 
there was no specific request for 
U.S. intervention or assistance. 

The Ace Chemi later was put 
under tow and taken through the 
strait, towards the southern Gulf 
port of Dubai for repairs. 

Iran's first strike since the Un- 
ited States said April 29 its navy 
would help neutral ships followed 


Iraq's bombing raid on its main 
oil export terminal at Larak Is- 
land last Saturday. Washington's 
offer did not cover ships dealing 
with Iran or Iraq. 

More than 30 seamen died in 
the Larak attack or in subsequent 
fires and explosions which sank 
one of the rugs helping for super- 
tankers hit in the raid. 

Iraq attacked an Iranian tank- 
er, the Bisoston, Monday. 

Shipping sources said Iran's 
Larak terminal was again operat- 
ing normally after a four-day bat- 
tle by salvage crews to contain the 
damage. 

Twelve tug crewmen were be- 
lieved killed Tuesday when a 
blast in an oil tank, probably 
caused by an unexploded bomb, 
ripped through the 235,000-tonne 
Spanish supertanker Barcelona. 


Jordan denies Israeli claim 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Jordan 
denied reports from Israel 
Wednesday that Palestinian com- 
mandos had staged an attack 
from the East Bank and fought a 
gunbattle with Israeli troops. 

"There was no gunbattle, it's 
not true, it did not take place.” 
said an official quoted by Reu- 
ters. 

"Jordan’s stand towards infil- 
trations is well-known. We don't 
permit them," said the official. 


An Israeli army spokesman 
earlier claimed that Israeli troops 
wounded and captured a Palesti- 
nian commando after a comman- 
do unit crossed into the occupied 
West Bank from the East Bank 
Tuesday night. 

The Jordanian official denied 
that Jordanian troops were sear- 
ching for guerrillas, but added: 
'*Of course they patrol the fron- 
tiers. That is part of their duty." 


Peres sees 
Soviet Mideast move 



WASHINGTON (R) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said Wednesday he saw a possi- 
bility that Moscow would move 
towards the U.S. Middle East 
peace initiative at the U.S.-Soviet 
summit. 

“I think that there is a fair 
chance that the Russians will 
make some moves in the direc- 


tion of the United States' propos- 
al," Peres said in a television 
interview. 

“I'm not sure that they will be 
able to reach a conclusion, but 
even if they wili reach some 
progress it will be of import- 
ance,” Peres said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


White House, Senate leaders 
press for INF ratification 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House and Senate leaders 
pressed Wednesday for approval 
of the U.S. -Soviet nuclear arms 
treaty within a week so President 
Ronald Reagan can take it to his 
Moscow meeting with Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The Democratic-controlled 
Senate returned Wednesday 
morning to the treaty Reagan and 
Gorbachev signed Dec. 8 in 
Washington. The chamber finally 
opened debate Tuesday after- 
noon after last-minute snags in 
interpretation delayed discussion. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Howard Baker told reporters it 
would be "a major plus” if the 
Senate ratified the treaty before 
the summit. 

Reagan leaves next Wednesday 
for the summit, which begins Mav 
29. 

Baker, former Senate majority 
leader, said he believed "the odds 
are better than even” the dead- 
line would be met. 

"That’s up to the Senate and I 
hope my former colleagues in the 
Senate move forward with speed. 


because to be able to take the 
ratification documents to Mos- 
cow would be a major plus." he 
said. 

Senate floor action had been 
delayed for more than a week by 
two disputes, one over how the 
United States and the Soviets in- 
terpret the on-site inspection 
verification provisions and the 
other involving whether so-called 
"futuristic" weapons are banned 
by the pact. Both nations agree 
they are. 

The intermediate-range nuc- 
lear forces (INF) treaty requires 
the elimination within three years 
of all missiles with a range of 500 
to 5,000 kilometres.. 

Democratic Senate majority 
leader Robert Byrd told reporters. 
"This treaty can be approved by 
the time the president leaves if we 
deal only with those serious, 
legitimate amendments that 
ought to be dealt with on this 
issue." 

The Senate's Republican lead- 
er. Bob Dole, added: "I do hope 
the president will have the treaty 
when he goes to Moscow." 


Returning Soviet soldiers get heroes 9 welcome 


TERMEZ, The Soviet Union 
(Agencies) — Bands played, 
boms honked and flags fluttered 
as the first convoy of 1,200 Soviet 
troops leading Moscow’s pull-out 
from Afghanistan were welcomed 
home as heroes Wednesday. 

Soldiers, grimy but grinning, 
waved to cheering crowds from 
the tops of their tanks as the 
column rumbled over the- 
Friendship Bridge across the 
Amu-Darya River and into the 
small border town of Termez. 

Thousands of people had 
waited on the river banks since 
early morning for the arrival of 
the convoy which in three days 
had travelled 740 kilometres from 
Jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan 
to Kabul and north to tbe Uzbe- 
kistan frontier town. 

"Welcome ton the soldier-in-* 
ternaiionalists who have, 
courageously fulfilled their 


duties," proclaimed the banners 
decorating the streets. Children 
dressed in communist pioneer 
uniforms rushed to greet the sol- 
diers with flowers. 

In bright sunshine, a band 
struck up a military march and 
Termez motorists began bonking 
their horns. 

Novikov's vehicle was followed 
by 229 more tanks and armoured 
cars which massed for a rally in 
Termez's main square. 

The route to the squre bristled 
with streamers and Soviet flags 
and roadside food stands offered 
the soldiers Uzbek dishes of soup 
with lamb, rice pilaf, fruit, veget- 
ables and drinks. 

The most dangerous stretches 
of the convoy's journey had been 
expected to be a gorge north of 
Kabul, the capital, and the Salang 
Tunnel, in the Hindu Kush 
mountains, where Afghan rebels 


have a strong presence. 

But Colonel Grigory Bon- 
darev, a senior officer with the 
convoy, told reporters Wednes- 
day there were no major inci- 
dents on the journey from Jalala- 
bad, near the border with Pakis- 
tan, through Kabul to the Soviet 
border. 

"All who left Jalalabad arrived 
safe and healthy,” he said. "I can 
tell you officially that tbere was 
no shooting from Jalalabad to 
Kabul and from Kabul to 
Khairaton.” 

However, Soviet television 
Tuesday night showed a corres- 
pondent with the convoy while 
rifle fire crackled around him. 
The reporter did not give his 
location. 

The filmed television report 
showed soldiers on the flower- 
decked moving vehicles watching 
calmly as automatic gunfire rang 


out and their colleagues in forti- 
fied roadside posts responded 
with what it called a withering 
bombardment of rebel positions. 

Tbe report indicated tbere 
were no casualties among the 
men in the column, leaving 
Afghanistan under April’s Gene- 
va accords 8!4 years after Mos- 
cow sent troops "into the country, 
officially at the request of Kabul. 

Some of the 1,200 troops in the 
column of 230 tanks and 
armoured cars were shown later 
taking a meal break and a wash 
during a halt inside the long 
Salang tunnel through the Hindu 
Kush mountains 120 kilometres 
our of Kabul. 

There seemed little doubt that 
the stop-off in the tunnel, known 
to be heavily guarded at both 
ends, rather than in open country 
was decided to avoid any risk of a 


rebel bombardment of the con- 
voy while it was stationary. 

The tunnel, largely built by 
Soviet engineers, was reported to 
have been the scene of carnage in 
the mid-1980s when, according to 
Kabul diplomats, a rebel bomb in 
an Afghan truck devastated a 
Soviet military supply column. 

Foreign correspondents were 
flown from Moscow to Kabul last 
week to witness the start of the 
withdrawal. On Wednesday, they 
were taken to Heiraton from the 
nearby city of Mazar-i-Sharif to 
see the column cross the Amu- 
Darya. 

The convoy is the first signifi- 
cant withdrawal of Soviet forces 
under a U.N. -sponsored peace 
accord that calls for the Kremlin 
to remove all of its 115.000 milit- 
ary personnel within 
months. 
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asereiy a craftsman inspecting L: ; s 
iaiss: creation. He is continuing l 
tradition of Jassmaking 1:1 the 
Near Eisi that stretches back 
Trure than four thousand years. 

The earliest glass artifect? 
•::■.■ fred by man were found in the 
ancient river kingdoms of the 
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Zz'/j c.C.. indicate that in: 
Egyptian* a:.%o had begun ds- 

VtiOTiilj L~.e sju't. 

?er a chousand yeiifs. ike 
.meihod of giEaSi^aking remained 


simple and unchanged: solid 
blocks of glass painstakingly 
carved into the desired shapes. 
3ut by the 1 6th century B.C.. the 
Egyptians had devised and per- 
fected the technique of shaping 
molten glass over a sand core to 
T.ske hollow objects of various 
forms and functions. 

This process not only produced 
civilisation's first glass vessels, 
but also opened up possibilities 
for the exercise of much greater 
creativity. The intricately de- 
signed. multicoloured objects 
from that period, now on display 
:n the world's museums, reveal 
:he superb skill and imagination 
these early glassraakers pos- 
sessed. 

More than another thousand 
years passed, however, before 
man learned how to blow glass. 
This re solution ary innovation, 
which is believed to have occur- 
red sometime during the first 
centurv B.C.. is attributed to the 


^V.3-£;S;, 

V t.V* . 




’T-T & > v * 

■ 

•• •■ = « S s#4 v ; r ^ 


.r” : ' 

w 

-f 


4i*zk ** 




f \:?r. jenrasB! 


TV & PADIO 


S-ZZS'M* TELEVIS-Xil 

ret. -7Mn-i9 


.-IL-J’-fTijc. OWE 

I’.iTjn 

Program m-: rtri-j - 

Children programm.-* 

Different Strol:-.*; 

Moving CamL'ra 

Health and L ife (local. 

World new s reporv- 

1 Programme rcw« 

News in Arabic 

Arabic scri.-f 

f.,v : w ot rest week's programs 

Arabic filr 

• i’ll— .s summary in Arab;-: 

> nlmc.':;:d. 


News Summary 

Evening Show Comd. 

News Summary 

Evening Show Contd. 

News Headlines 

. Close Down 


S3C WORLD SERVICE 

I.JU. 72V. 1323 KHz 


".j-V-irdS TWO 

P.ec Canu ’ 

Lc ? z'igtjue de chant—' 

Oay- 

News in Freni" 

UnDBdcpI-. 

News *n Helve- 

Varieue 

Hcuj i’i An*!" : 

Charlie Ch.r 'i.. 

.. Wisti i-Ic l 

.. . News ip E<\: >>" 

’ ... ruotc'e f.lrn: 'Pciwitv 3 h:-v. ' 


A.i.waO jORDAi'l 

■■ ; Mir. P» 

-.-i ‘ 

To. rtvj ?'-/■> 


Licht Musk 

i-Jewsd--'!- 

Morning Sho 1 - 

. .. .... New-, Summary 

M-.vnirtfiShovi Guild 

Country Mu-i: 

•j;.,. 1 -^.. siory of Moiokt 

. . . News Summare 

" Mow Mux: 

Nc«* 5 simm:ir 

Pop Scv.ii ~ 

i«leus Bullcii.r 

inMrtimenud. 

UpIIoI Fun.- 

Concert H‘»ur 

■‘hrns'Mtfitm.iry 
.. |pHf.:::K..l I. 


07rtO Newsdeik 97:30 Classical Record 
?.c*icw 07:45 Reflcctinns 07:50 Finan- 
cial News 09:00 World New* 08:09 24 
Ilnurs: New* Summary 0fc39 Peebles' 
Choice 03:45 The World Today V9M 
Newsdesk 00J® Irving Berlin and 
Friends 99:49 The Farming World 
tfeOO World New* KWW 24 Hours: 
Hews Summary i(k30 Andy Kershaw s 
World of Music 10:45 Network UK 
1 1:03 World News 11:09 Reflections 
Jl:15 Counirv Style 1IJ0 John Peel 
::-.W World News 12d» British Press 
Review 12:15 The World Today I2J* 
Financial News Followed hy Sports 
Roundup 12:45 Society Today 13.-00 
News Summary followed by Assign- 
meni 15 JO King Street Junior 14:69 
Vnrld News 14:99 News About Britain 
.4:15 New Ideas. 14:25 A Letter from 
England I4J0 Citizens 15:00 Radio 
icwsrccl 15:15 Mull ill ack 2 15:45 
‘'ports Round-up 16:00 World News 

!6:09 24 H^uirs: News Summary - ,b:3 * 
’it work UK 16:45 Folk in Bniain 
;:C9 ijutlook. opening with 5-Minute 
News 17:45 Write On... 18:W Radio 
■'■Ic^srcd IX: 15 The Pleasure s Your 
* ti;D3 World News 19:99 Commentary 
;9:15 Assignment 19:45 The World 
Today 20:90 World News 20d» A 
Letter Irom England 20:15 Citizens 
20:45 Sfs'rts Roundup 21^9 Newsdesk 
21:33 E'w.i»»cry 22KH) Outlook, opert- 
i»S with News Summary; 22:39 Slc*:k 
r.Iarkt-i Report 12:45 Here’s Humph! 
23:C0 World News 23:99 Twenty-Four 
Hour: News Summary 23:30 Meridian 
34:00 News Summay followed by Talk- 
ing Ft -.rm... 09:15 A Jollv Good Show 
0«:00 World News 01:99 The World 
Tr-d.r. 01:25 A Letter from England 
41 JO Financial News 01=40 Reflcelions 
■.'1:45 Spurt* Roundup 02:00 World 
'.-■.vs 02:09 Commentary 02:15 Seven 
V,:ih 92 JO 1 1 sing Berlin and Friends 
‘2:4? Th-. 1 F.i.tuinq World 


:»3t • •• 

3«:C9 

.. . 

Z3-.CI: . 

21rf>5 


.... Fr" d ' 'Irr:t 

I i;..s Summary 

Clirr Mutual Friend 

Music 

NeAsde-l - 

Dale with a Star 

E-.-enins Sh»v. 

Nc»« Summary 

Evening Show Contd. 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

;■-* «• I2«l Ji SW T(H>. vsof. 11740. 
;/v:5 and LW0 Hz 


ITTriW News 07:10 Newsline 17 JO VGA 
Morning O&CO News 08:10 Newsline 
yd JO VOA Morning 09:M News 89:10 


' • * " A' 

7 '• 

- • • . •. -* 





keeping traditional crafts 
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master craftsmen of Syria. Withrn 
two centuries. Damascene arti- 
sans were mass-producing glass- 
ware in great variety and op a 
commercial scale that remained 
unrivaled until the 19th-century 
industrial age. 

Many of these early blown ves- 1 
sels, signed by Syrian masters, 
have been found throughout the 
Middle East and Europe. Enter- 
prising workers even then, the 
Syrians seem to have followed the 
market, and some experts in the 
craft must have migrated to Italy. 
The Romans, in turn, quickly 
adopted the new techniques and 
set in motion an excellence in 
glassmaking that still exists in 
Italy today. 

llie skills and styles developed 
by the Syrian artisans have re- 
mained the fundamental inspira- 
tion for traditional Arab glass- 
makers ever since — including 
Asme Natche and others like 
him, whose families have been 
producing blown glass in the 
workshops of Hebron in Palestine 
for the past five hundred years. 

During the golden age of Islam 
— from the 8th to the 14th 
centuries — a number of more 
elaborate techniques developed, 
such as engraving, lust re- paint- 
ing, gilding and enameling. 

These led to the evolution of a 
distinctive and magnificent Isla- 
mic style of glassware — elegant 
in shape, intricate in design and 
rich in colour. Such techniques, 
however, belong to another, more 
grandiose age and now lie beyond 
the capabilities and material re- 
sources of present-day glass-mak- 
ers such as the Natches. “Too 
expensive” and “out of the ques- 
tion,” laughs Asme Natche, 


whose major concern is simply to 
maintain the value of the craft 
and keep it from disappearing 
entirely. 

At its peak. Hebron boasted 
over a hundred glassmaking ate- 
liers; now only about ten remain. 
The increased market for 
machine-made glassware, which 
created a serious competition, 
gradually diminished interest in 
the craft as a means of livelihood. 
Also, the heavy pressures of life 
under Israeli military occupation 
have caused a number of the 
West Bank glassblowers to leave 
Hebron. Asme moved to the East 
Bank ten years ago, and estab- 
lished his workshop m Na’ur, a 
pretty tree-lined village not far 
from Jordan’s capital city, Am- 
man. His brother Naif joined him 
later. 

The Natche family has been 
engaged in glassmaking for more 
generations than the brothers can 
remember. “We learned the craft 
from our father, who 


grandfather used olive wood, 
which produced some beautiful 
shades of colour.” He also ex- 
plains that originally Arab glass- 
ware was made with mineral 
sands, but that it is now quicker and 
more economical to use broken 
bottles and jars as raw materials. 

The oxides that colour glass axe 
almost as old as the art itself. 
Copper produces green and red; 
iron makes black, brown and 
deep green; antimony, yellow; 
and manganese, the flamboyant 
purples and amethysts seldom 
seen anymore. 


learned it from his,” says Asme, 
relaxing in front of the roaring 
furnace that is centrally located 
outside a small display room. 

The instruments they use have 
a timeless simplicity. Most essen- 
tial are the rod — an iron tube 
about three feet long — a pair of 
metal tongs for shaping, and scis- 
sors (similar to sheep shears) for 
cutting the molten object. Other 
shorter rods, the tools of decora- 
tion. create the fluting and wirl- 
ing patterns that are characteris- 
tic of Hebron glass. 

The first job of the day is to 
start the furnace and stoke it full 
of glass chips. “Oil is our fuel 
now,” says Asme, “but my 


When the furnace is a red-hot 
1000 degrees centigrade, the pro- 
cess of manufacture begins. 

Naif opens a small trap door, 
pokes his blowing iron into the 
fiercely flaming oven and catches 
up a lump of molten glass. 

As he blows through the rod, 
the burning orange globe expands 
into a small round shape, and 
then another. He deftly swings 
the rod through the air, cooling 
and further shaping the newly 
emerging vase. Next, with a 
sprinkle of water, he cuts the vase 
free, quickly reattaches its other 
end to the rod and returns it to 
the furnace for another burst of 
melting beat. 

Again malleable, the vase now 
receives its finishin g touches — a 
gentle, methodical tapping with a 
small rod that gives it a graceful, 
fluted edge. 

Then he starts a second, this 
rim e creating a square-based ves- 
sel by tapping out its four sides on 
his work bench. 

A third vase is finished with a 
delicate thread of glass that swirls 
down around its neck — a style 


adopted from the ancient Syrian 
technique of ‘trailing. 

The work moves quickly. It 
takes about five minutes to com- 
plete a small object and ten mi- 
nutes for a larger one. In master- 
ing the craft, skillful speed of 
execution is as essential as 
creativity in producing glassware 
of ! beauty.. The Natches average 
about 150 small or 80 large ob- 
jects a day. 

As they finish each piece, it is 
placed in a small chamber adjoin- 
ing the furnace, where it slowly 
cools at a lower temperature of 
300 degress centigrade to prevent 
cracking. 


The array of glass objects 
glistening under a comfortable 
layer of dust in the shop are easily 
recognisable as handmade and of 
Hebron origin. Colours range 
from a vivid royal blue to sky 
blue, from golden brown to yel- 
low, sea green, and the rarely 
produced reds. 


Workmanship is characteristi- 
cally uneven; no two pieces are 
ever the same, although they may 
have been shaped according to 
similar patterns. The glass is thick 
and contains many small, opaque 
bubbles, which are particularly 
visible in the vessels made of 
dear glass. 
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Ail together, it is a fluid, col- 
ourful and lively sight; there are 
small vases and tall vases (some 
two feet high), wine glasses, 
tumblers and fluted bowls; de- 
corative beads, good luck 
charms, and bright diaphanous 
bails to trim a Christmas tree — 
Jordan Magazine. 
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Two peculiarly shaped handmade glass bottle (below) a glass pitcher 



A glassioJower in action 


WHAT’S GOING ON 



USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Most urn): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating front the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.ftJ a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Salurdavs. Tel. 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


H Permanent book exhibition, at 
Tower Building. Jabal Amman. 3rd 
Circle. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


School exhibition, at Sukaina Bint 
AJ Hussein School. Jabal Hussein. 


* Festival of Islamic Heritage and 
Books at the Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. 


FILMS 


The Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
Lions Ptaaaddphia Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
HhBadelptaia Rotary Oub- Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO p.m. 

Rotary dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 


This in formation is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (Rfl information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (081 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

Damascus, Paris (AF I 

Kuwait (KL>) 

Cairo (MS) 

Baghdad HA) 

Tunis (TU) 

Bahrain. Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Kuwait (KLf) 

; Sana'a (LH) 

i Cairo (MS) 

i Baghdad (AF1 


* "Citizen Kane" at 7:00 p.m. Thurs- 
day at the American Centre 


y 

Royal Animnotrilr Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Cirdc. Tel. SI6534. 
£17534. 


* "Detector" (.Italian) at ^OO p.m. 
Thursday at the Hays Arts Centre. 


CHURCHES 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . . Tel. 

American Centre 

American Centre Library 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.C.A 

Y.W.M.A. - 

Amman Municipal Library ... 

Ltruv. of Jordan Library 


661026/7 
.. 644371 
.. 641520 

636147/8 
..637009 
..641W 
.. 644203 
624049 
.. 639777 
.. 665195 
667141/6 
.. 641793 
. 664251 
..630111 
... W3555 


MUSEUMS 


••Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for all 
aecs. plus a small planetarium at the 
Hava Arts Centre. Open all weds 9:00 
a m. - 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - trM p m. 
Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jcwclty and cos- 
tumes over 100 rears old. Also 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to I8lh 
centuries). The Roman Theatre Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. b5l7«). 

Jordan AnitMotogwa 1 Museum: Has 
an excellent cdkcdm <d artfr 
quiiics of Jordan. Jabal Al Ojil a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours. 9.00 
a.m.-5.lW p m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.U0 a m » 4 0n P m * 
Closed Tuesdays. 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic! 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Auumdadoa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

Dr la Safle Church (Roman Calholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasaula Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdeh. mass in Kalian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Angfioui Church (Church Of the Re- 
deemer J Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence tel- 601359. 
Armenian Cathode Church A&hrafrch. 
Tel. 771531. 

ArmcoiaD Orthodox Chnrth Ashra- 
Bch. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) AsbraOeh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman Intemlioimi Church I Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani. Td. 

477534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir. (el. R1I295. 

Ralu bow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenominational -ecumenical En- 
glish Sconce: Saturday 6:30 p.m. tel. 
8226U5. Rev. Vdi. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saiats (Mormon) Tel. SI 5817. 
S21264. 


10:15 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Hh30 


10:40 


iteJO 

JcdJah(RJ) 


HhS5 

11:00 

J8J0 

t&30 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ.i 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

New York . Vienna ( RJ ) 

Miami, Vienna (RJ) 


19:15 

London. Geneva t RJ | 

21k 45 


00:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

1 1x25 


13.-05 



PRAYER TIMES ’ 


Fajr 

..... (Sunrise) DuJw 

Dhuhr 

'Asr 

Maghreb 

‘Isha 


Amman govcrnorate S91228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293, 273131 

Civil Defence CJuweismch 770733 

Civil Defence DeirAUa 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 66111! 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192. 6211)1. 637777 

PoOoc headquarters 639)4] 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. 624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


WEATHER 


HOSPITALS 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Kuwait fTU) 

Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

.. Amsterdam. Istanbul (rCLMl 

Frankfurt (LH) 

Cairo (MS) 

Zurich. Lamaei (SR) 

ParislAF) 

London. CairofBA) 


It will be hot and dry with north- 
westerly moderate winds. In Aqaba, 
the winds wiU be northerly moderate 
and calm seas. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


Mm J max. temp. 

17/28 

23/37 

22/32 

24/33 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 28. Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 28 per cent. Aqaba 17 per 
cent. 


Hussein Medical Centre 

Khalidi Maternity. J. A run .. 
AkEeh Maternity. J. Amn... 

jabal Amman Maternity 

Malhas. J. Amman 

Palestine. SbmcKani 

Shmcisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Al-AWi. Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 

A!- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 

Army, Marka 

Queen Aha Hospital 

Amal Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281 '6 
. 642441/2 
...642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 

— 669131 

— 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777IUI/3 
775111/26 

891611/15 

«C240/5n 
. ...674155 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hmcid 

Dr. Nidal Muraqa 

...677436 
... 771218 
... 897547 


... 818911 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

... 661912 
... 778336 
...637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

... 623672 
... 63^730 

Yacoub pharmacy 

...644945 

637660 

TAXIS: 

640031. 


...644584 



...813581 

Nahda 

...663003 


...663100 


....604422 


.... 604615 

IRBID: 

Dr. Lawrence Bader 

<— )' 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 

....275825 

ZAStQA: 

Dr. Walid Halasa 

....982799 


985417 

GENERAL 



. 7731 H/W;: 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism 

7741.J1/J9, 

......MZMfc; 

Price complaints 

Telephone Information 

Jordan and Middle East calk" " '.HO ' 
Overseas calb . i 


Repair service 





Aqaba (RJ) 

Bucharest (RJ) 

Lamaca. Athens (RJ) 

Vienna, New York (RJ) 

Vienna. Miami I RJ) 

Frankfurt. London (RJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

Brussds(RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJl 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
Bangkok (RJ) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Sunday rates 


Local s cll/buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc (for (0) 96.5/ 99.8 

Dutch guilder 179.9/ 186.1 

French franc 59.5 1 61.6 

Italian lira (for 1 00) 27.1/ 28.1 

Japanese yen | for 100).... 272.1/ 282.3 

Swedish crown 57 HI 59.8 

Swiss franc 242/ 251.2 

U.K sterling pound . ... 641.7/ 665.4 

U.S. dollar 339.7/ 351.3 

W German mark 201.4/ 208.9 


. 242/ 251.2 
641.7/ 665.4 


339.7/ 351.3 
201.4/ 208.9 


Uppcr.Towcr price in fds per ke. 

Lemon 

2W*3|M 



iUrWjSra 

; A./.:;.', :|4wa0lt§ 

Apple (green) '. 

Apple (Lebanese) 

45(1/400 
300 / 250 

Marrow 

Onkm (green). 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans 

.350 / 300 
300 / 240 
. 200/ 150 

Onion (dry) .... 
Oranges (local) 

ttfjjoi, 

........ 

Beans (broad) 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

. 120/100 
150/ 100 
150/100 
220/ 180 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) ... 
Pepper (sweet) 

- *j;. 

, 

Iw/T»v 





Cherry (green) 

Cucumbers 

Dates (2 kgs) 

900/600 
140/100 
550 / 500 

Raddish 

Strawberry 

Tomatoes’ ..... 

Eggplant (small) 

- 90/ 60 
110/ 70 

Vine leaves 


GaHic (green) 

160/120 

Sweetraeteo. ..: 
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|pJ. Ah©*AN(P^ Her 

4 H^J r^figfcnesy j Prinasss AEa* 
Tlppiae^daugjtiter Sf -HisMa}^- 
ty^ Hassia^w^jMigagod to 
mag^ Mohamroad Anwar Farid , 
AJSalHi ata ceremony held at AJ 
1 Nariwa y -Palace ith ■ Amman an 

: Suntfay^r-' .-.i^ z-.'d „ -'• ^ 

'.^i^^^’^e-apeewd marriage 
Jbr fe princess who was married 

before fo MaserMirza. 

Thee agagement ce remo ny was 


aneodeth by Their Royal High- 
n esses Prince Mohammad, 
.Crown Prince Hassan and Prince 
Faisal, the Chief of the Royal 
Court Marwan AJ Qasem. Court 
Minister Adrian Abu Odeh, 
Chief Chamberlain 'Prince Ra'd 
Ibn Zaid, the Armed Forces 
Commaocler-tn-Cbief Field Mar- 
shal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker and 
other members of the Royal fami- 
ly- and members of AI Saleh 
family. 


te 



AMMAN (J.T.)' — The cabinet 
has decided; ta iorm a delegation 
to take part in tbe75th session of 
the 'Intemarional Labour Orga- 
nisation (ILO> which will open in 
GeiKML. 

Jordan ‘s delegation to the ILO 
roeefingwill be led by Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Rashid Ureikat. 

The delegation is made up of 
repceseotatives of. employees, the 
government and workers in Jor- 
dan, according. to a report in AJ 
Diisfoor Arabic daily. 


At the ILO meeting, to be held 
between June 1 and 22, a report 
by ; the ELO’s board of directors 
on occupational safety in the con- 
struction business, social security 
for workers and arbitrary prac- 
tices against labourers will be 
discussed. 

During the conference, the 
Arab group wfll hold a separate 
meeting to work out a draft re- 
solution condemning Israel for its 
human rights violations in the 
occupied Arab territories. 


4 Jordan, Egypt to link 
national grids in 1993 


' ^ \ By Sa’ad Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - — A $150-miHiqn pro- 
ject linking the national grids of 
Jordan and Egypt is currently 
under study and would- be oper- 
ational by the year 1993, a well 
placed official at the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA) said 
Wednesday. 

Ribhi AJ Hamed, chief en- 
gineer of JEA’s Transmission and 
Distribution Division, told the 
Jordan Tunes, both sides were 
following up on a technical study 
to : assess the feasibility of the 
projected linkage. 

The linkage with Egypt, 
according to initial studies, will 
be through a submarine cable 
connecting Aqaba Thermal Power 
Station and two points on Egyp- 
tian territories — one in' Sinai - 
peninsula and the other ra Suez... 

The study ,.<$rried bout bythe 
ElecCridtede France (EDF) com- 
pany in coordination with experts 
from both countries, is due to be 
finalised in December 1988. 

“Once a final report, on the 
project has been drawn up,” Mr. 
Hamed said, “fit? two countries 
will float tenders in 1989 and' 
work on the project would begin 
a year after.” - ' 

Mr. Hamed noted that a "pre- 
feasibility’’ study by JEA experts 
and their Egyptian counterparts 
has proven the project linkage 
would be viable.' 

The linkage with Egypt, he 
continued; will help the two sides 
deal with emergency power shor- 
tages in. their countries - and to 
benefit from, low-cost , power. 

Reports reaching here from 
Cairo said Egypt will free an 
acute power shortage if the water 
level at the Aswan Dam, the . 


main power supplier of the most 
populous Arab country, con- 
tinues, its current slide. 

President Hosni Mubarak said 
last week that his country was 
bound ro witness “electricity 
blackout” in certain parts, in the) 
event of continued dry seasons. 

Jordan's power consumption, 
however, falls in the region of 500 
megawatt, but the Kingdom's 
overall production capacity, if all 
power stations are operational, 
hits a 900-megawatt high, accord- 
ing to statistics obtained from the 
JEA. . 

Until recently, Jordan used to 
supply Syria with a flow current 
of up to 100 megawatt/hour, at a 
time When Damascus* power gen- 
eration fell short of the country's 
demand. Jordan’s power supply 
to Syria ceased recently. 

Under the feasibility study 
agreement with the French firm, 
Jordan and Egypt left an “op- 
Miaa"- clause for possible Saudi 
Arabia's inclusion should it de- 
cides to join in, said Mr. Hamed, 
who last week returned from 
Cairo, where he held follow-up 
talks with iris Egyptian counter- 
parts and EDF experts. 

High-level contacts are current- 
ly -underway between Riyadh, 
Cairo and Amman to explore the 
. prospects of Saudi Arabia’s inclu- 
sion in the network as third part- 
ner,'. according to reports. 

Mb. Hamed noted that the 
door was open for Syria and 
Turkey to link their grids with the 
projected network, to be similar 
to that linking European coun- 
tries. 

_ . Moreover, prospects for link- 
ing the network with another one 
linking Gulf Arab states with 
Saudi Arabia, a project currently 
under study. 



EGs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. along- AJ Fitr prayers at AI Husseini Mosque Monday 
with Upper House Speaker Ahmad AI Lawzi, (Petra photo) 

Cabinet members and senior officials, attends ‘EkJ 


Queen visits SOS village, 
distributes gifts to children 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Monday 
visited the SOS Children's Vil- 
lage in Amm.in where she distri- 
buted gifts to 'he children on the 
occasion of E.d AI Fitr. 

The Queen, who was wel- 
comed by the village director and 
other officials, toured the village 
and chatted with the 59 children 
residents and their supervisors 
wishing them well on the Eid AI 
Fitr and spending some time with 
them. 

The Queen was briefed on the 
achievements of the village which 
was formally opened in May 1987 
by Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor. 

The village, situated on 33 
dunums of land ar Tareq town 
west of Amman, comprises nine 
family houses, a director's house, 
a bakery, a supermarket, a staff 
honse, a guest house and a kin- 
dergarten which opened its doors 
in 1986. 

The village houses orphans and 


abandoned children, and care is 
provided through the help of 
women with household experi- 
ence serving as “mothers" to the 
destitute children. 

The SOS children’s village, set 
up by the Austria-based SOS 
Children's Villages Organisation, 
is being supported through the 
donations and contributions from 
Jordanians and local organisa- 
tions. 

The Amman village, which is 
the 14th of its kind in the Arab 
World, plans to set up a youth 
hostel, and a vocational training 
centre to train the orphaned chil- 
dren in different crafts and 
trades. 

The SOS Children's Villages 
were founded bv Professor Her- 
mann Gmeiner who died in Au- 
stria in 1986 and was buried in 
imst. Austria. 

It was there that he established 
the first SOS Children s Village 
37 years ago. 

The founder of the organisa- 


tion had said that children en- 
trusted to SOS Children's Vil- 
lages are cared for until they are 
able to master their own life and 
are integrated into society with a 
secure life. 

At present, the children in the 
SOS Children’s Village in Am- 
man attend government schools 
in the municipality of Tareq or, if 
they are between the ages of 
three and six, attend the village's 
kindergarten. 

They live in homes each of 
which is an independent unit with 
its own garden. 

Each one-storey house consists 
of three bedrooms, each with 
three beds, all necessary utilities, 
in addition to a living and dining 
room and small storage and laun- 
dry areas. 

SOS Children's Village officials 
say the children are living in little 
groups in order to provide them 
as far as possible with a substitute 
for their own lost family and to 
give them a home of their own. 


Arab delegates to discuss 
educational programmes 


Extinguisher 
blast kills 
factory owner 

ZARQA (J.T.) — A 45-year-old 
man from Zarqa died when a fire 
extinguisher he was trying to use 
to put out a fire exploded in his 
face killing him instantly. 

The man, George Zaidan, 
owns an ice cream factory in 
Zarqa where the incident took 
place, injuring a woman em- 
ployee Nonra Mohammad Sulei- 
man and causing some damage to 
the factory. 

Eyewitnesses reported to the 
police that George threw the ex- 
tinguisher on the floor when it 
failed to function but it exploded 
two minutes later as he was still 
around, fatally wounding him in 
the neck and face. 

In Amman a six-year-old child 
Jihad Yousef died from a strong 
electric shock while playing on 
the roof of his home, and in 
Madaba a fire killed a one-year- 
old child Mariam Omran. accord- 
ing to reports in the local press. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates 
from Jordan, Syria and Palestine 
as well as Arab League organisa- 
tions will open a meeting in Am- 
man on Saturday to discuss edu- 
cational subjects beamed to Arab 
people in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

The delegates, grouped in a 
special committee supervising 
educational programmes broad- 
cast to the occupied lands, will 
review recommendations of pre- 


vious meetings and coordination 
with Arab broadcasting stations 
for beaming these programmes. 

Reports in the local press said 
the committee was established 
some 17 years ago to confront 
Israel's propaganda media and 
Israeli measures to distort Arab 
school textbooks, and to provide 
education to Arab students to 
strengthen their steadfastness and 
enable them to preserve the Arab 
identity of Palestine. 


Ministry to organise 
handicraft exhibition 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Education will organise an 
exhibition of handicraft products by its vocational centres between 
May 21 and 28. 

A total of 36 vocational centres around the country wfll take part in 
the exhibition, which will be set up in Amman under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The exhibition wiU be held at Ha Nazzal district. 


1988 Amman Little League baseball season ends 





The 1988 Amman Little League 
baseball season has come and 
gone, once again characterised 
by much young talent, ^‘con- 
siderable work by parents, 
coaches, officials, sponsors and 
team mothers, and reaffirma- 
tion of the fact that whether 
you win or lose the real value of 
sports is the joy of competition 
and the camaraderie of a team 
effort. Some moments from the 




• A . rookie gets some hitting tips 
from Ids coach 


Coaches Maher Khelifeh (left) and Mithkai Asfour confer on an 
important strategy decision dating a recent game (photo on (he right) 


At the end of the game, winners and losers congratulate each other on 
a fine performance 
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Crown Prince attends prayers at AI Husseini Mosque 


Khayyat calls for deeper 
faith in hearts of youth 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Monday celebrated Eid AI Fitr at 
the end of the Holy Month of Ramadan with 
worshipers at the AI Husseini Mosque downtown 
Amman. 


Accompanied by the Speaker 
of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Ahmad AJ Lawzi, deputy 
speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament, the Chief Isl ami c Jus- 
tice Sheikh Mohammad Mheilan 
and a number of cabinet mem- 
bers and officials, the Crown 
Prince heard the feast sermon 
delivered by Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul Aziz 
AI Khayyat. 

The sermon concentrated on 
deepening faith in the hearts of 
the new generation through coop- 
eration between the school and 
the parents at home. 

Sheikh Khayyat also hailed the 
oppressed Palestinian people 
under Israeli rule who. he said. 


are facing difficult time and brut- 
al measures by the enemy. 

He referred to the holy places 
particularly the Aqsa Mosque 
who, he sard, are being subjected 
to acts of sacrilege by the Israelis. 

Khayyat reaffirmed Jordan's 
firm stand under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein in sup- 
porting the Palestinian people 
against Israeli atrocities and cri- 
minal actions. 

He also reiterated Jordan's 
support for Iraq which is con- 
fronting the Iranian enemy on the 
eastern flank of the Arab World. 

After the sermon and the 
prayers. Prince Hassan met with 
worshipers who expressed their 
good wishes on the occasion. 


Later, Prince Hassan visited 
the tomb of the late King Abdul- 
lah the founder of the Kingdom, 
and the tomb of the late King 
Taial Ibn Abdullah where he 
recited verses of the Holy Koran 
and laid wreaths. 

The tombs were also visited by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, King Hussein's per- 
sonal representative, who recited 
verses of the Koran and laid 
wreaths. 

Prince Hassan on Monday also 
visited AI Hussein Youth City 
and met with senior officers of 
the Armed Forces, the Public 
Security, the Civil Defence and 
Intelligence Departments, and 
wished them well on the occa- 
sion. 

Present with Prince Hassan 
were His RoyaJ Highness Prince 
Faisal Ibn AI Hussein and the 
Armed Forces Commander in 
Chief, Field Marshal Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker. 


Seminar to discuss low-cost housing 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
ensuring homes for low-income 
families will be opened at the 
Amman Plaza Hotel Saturday by 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Shafiq Zawaideh. 

A report in the local press said 
that the seminar is designed to 
encourage the private investment 
sector to carry out housing pro- 
jects in cooperation with the pub- 


lic sector, and to review obstacles 
impeding the private sector's in- 
volvement in such major pro- 
jects. 

The report said that partici- 
pants in the four-day seminar will 
review working papers submitted 
by the Housing Bank and the 
private sector, dealing with low- 
cost housing for poor families, 
the role of the Housing Bank in 


financing housing projects and 
the present housing situation in 
the Kingdom. 

A large number of investors, in 
their capacity as private indi- 
viduals or representatives of con- 
struction companies, will take 
part in the seminar which will also 
be attended by experts from the 
United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USA ED). 


RJ hopes to establish Miami 
as connecting point to Americas 


By Lima Nabil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

MIAMI — Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
has launched its new route to 
Miami in Florida via Vienna hop- 
ing to establish the American city 
as a connecting point, linking 
Jordan with the two Americas 
and encouraging tourists to come 
to Jordan's archaeological and 
recreational sites, RJ Board 
Chairman and Executive Presi- 
dent Ali G hand our said at Miami 
Airport. 

It is also hoped that the new 
route will encourage Jordanian 
expatriates living in America to 
pay visits to their homeland in thf 
Arab World on board RJ planes, 
Ghandour said at a press confer- 
ence following the arrival of RJ's 
first flight to Miami. 

“Jordan, which enjoys stability 
and security, hopes to attract as 
many tourists as possible from all 


parts of rhe world with the help of 
its national carrier that maintains 
a network of routes to the five 
continents." Ghandour said. 

In addition to Miami, RJ's 
planes fly to Chicago, Los 
Angeles and New York. But the 
new destination is regarded as a 
significant stage in tire airline’s 
endeavours to reach Cenual 
America and Latin America, 
“and invite tourists to visit Jorda- 
nian archaeological treasures," 
Ghandour noted. 

He said that RJ’s planes, tike 
the Kingdom of Jordan, enjoy 
complete security, offering tran- 
quillity and peace for the 
travellers, Ghandour noted. 

In addition, RJ operates a 
maintenance workshop offering 
service not only to its own planes 
but also to other Arab and friend- 
ly airlines, Ghandour added. 

He reviewed the development 
of the national airline from the 


time it was a small entity until it 
became one of the most efficient 
airlines, connecting the Jor dani an 
capital with major cities in the 
five continents. 

He announced that shortly RJ 
will add New Delhi to the list of 
major cities connected with Am- 
man through direct flights. 

Attending the press conference 
were RJ officials, and directors of 
RJ offices in the United States. 

RJ’s first flight arrived in 
Miami on May 3 and was wel- 
comed by His RoyaJ Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ibn A! Hussein. 
Also present were Jordanian and 
American airline officials. 

Miami is the fourth destination 
for RJ in North America and the 
42nd destination in the world. 
Using a TriStar. it maintains 
twice" weekly flights to Miami, 
departing Amman every Tuesday 
and Thursday. 


TCC computers register sharp 
increase in international calls 


TAFO.EH (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion’s (TCC) computer section 
registered a sharp increase in the 
volume of international tele- 
phone calls in the 48 hours that 
followed the announcement of 
Eid AJ Fitr in Amman, according 
to TCC Director General 
Mohammad Shahid Ismail. 

He said that the calls were 50 
per cent more than those reg- 
istered in the same feast of last 
year and 60 per cent more than 
the average volume of calls on 
other normal days. 

This was not expected before 
by the TCC management, and 
has presented some difficulties 
for subscribers and callers from 
Jordan trying to reach friends and 
relatives abroad. Ismail noted. 

He said that these increases are 
useful indicators from which TCC 
witi benefit in amending agree- 
ments with other countries with 
which Jordan intends to open 
extra channels for telephone 


communication.. 

Ismail expressed bis belief that 
the increase in the volume of calls 
resulted largely from Jordanian 
expatriates trying to reach their 
relatives in Jordan in the Eid 
holiday. 

Ismail said in an interview pub- 
lished Monday in Sawt AJ Shaab 
Arabic daily that the TCC has 
disconnected the telephones of 
6.000 subscribers who had failed 
to pay their bills for last year's 
calls. 

He said that the TCC had to 
resort to this measure after failing 


to induce the subscribers to pay 
their dues despite the numerous 
announcements in the local press 
and the warnings issued to those 
failing to respond. 

According ro Ismail, by the end 
of last March there were 24,240 
subscribers who had not yet paid 
their dues which altogether 
amount to JD 3,687,428. 

In the same issue the paper 
published interviews with a num- 
ber of citizens urging the TCC to 
offer them to pay their overdues 
by instalment, especially for large 
bills. 


TU to resume Amman flights 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Tunisian Airline (TU) has resumed its flights 
between Tunis and Amman in implementation of a 1976 agreement, 
concluded by Jordan and Tunisia. 

The Tunisian Airline, which was established in 1948, operates 
flights in five Tunisian cities and maintains a network of routes to 
different Arab and foreign countries. 


Expert: Road accidents should 
be considered internal problem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A study 
conducted by a specialist working 
for the Health Ministry revealed 
that road accidents in Jordan 
should be considered an internal 
problem since 92 per cent of the 
cars involved in accidents covered 
by the study involved Jordanian 
cars and Jordanian motorists. 

The specialist. Dr. Vassam Hij- 
jawi, said that he conducted the 
study on 1,597 accidents which 
occurred in different areas of 
Jordan 1985. 

Out of these, 852 accidents 
caused material damage and 745 
resulted in injuries to people 
causing the death of 86 people, 
Hijjawi said. 

The Amman govemorate had 
the lion's share of the accidents 
which occurred at the rate of one 


for every 1 ,000 vehicles operating 
in and around the capital. Hijjawi 
noted. 

He said that other governo- 
raies, especially those in the 
south, registered far fewer acci- 
dents with the acceptance of 
those occurring along the main 
highways which go through these 
governorates. 

Most of the accidents which 
occur in Jordan, he said, are 
reported in the months of June 
and July due to the increase in the 
number of cars and people on the 
roads, in view of thq summer 
holidays and the presence of visi- 
tors and Jordanian expatriates 
spending their holiday in the 
Kingdom, according to Hijjawi. 

On the whole, he said, most of 
the accidents occur during the 
day since travel is rare on Jorda- 


nian roads during the night. 

Earlier this month, Interior 
Minister Rajai Dajani stated that 
road accidents in Jordan last year 
increased by 2,077 over those 
registered in 1986, causing 32 
more deaths and 1,427 more in- 
juries than those of 1986. 

Dajani, who was addressing a 
special celebration to mark 
World Traffic Day, said that all 
concerned partries including 
motorists, pedestrians and de- 
partments responsible for roads, 
should join forces to bring an end 
to the carnage on roads. 

Public Security Department 
officials said earlier that a total of 
14,068 road accidents occurred in 
the Kingdom in 1987 causing the 
death of 355 people and the 
injury of 395 others. 
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THE CONFRONTATION between Iranian proxy fc-rces 
and the pro-Syrian Ansa) militia in Lebanon c ann ot be 
artished aside as another of those regular spasms of 
violence that the strife-torn country is used to after snore 
than 12 years of war and bloodbath involving one or 
another of its own factions or foreign forces. All 
indications are that the head-on clash between Amzi and 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah which dragged the Syrians into 
the conflict is indeed a carefully planned Iranian move to 
reassert its influence among Lebanese Shi'ites and restore 
some of Tehran’s pride, if you will, which suffered heavy 
setbacks elsewhere in the Middle East and the Gulf. 

We don't have to look far to find the reasons for the 
seemingly strange Iranian behaviour in pitting its suppor- 
ters against forces backed by a strong ally — Syria. 
Tehran received at least four severe blows in the course of 
the last two months; its forces were driven out of Iraq’s 
Fao peninsula after a two-year occupation; it suffered 
heavy losses in the April 16 naval confrontation with 
.American forces in the Gulf; Saudi Arabia broke 
diplomatic relations with Iran and dealt a blow to 
Tehran's plans to reenact a politicisation of the pilgrim- 
age to Mecca; and Hlzbollah lost its strongholds in South 
Lebanon after a week of fierce dashes with Areal. No 
doubt, the unsuccessful bid by hijackers of the Kuwaiti 
airliner to free pro-Iranian prisoners to Kuwait com-, 
pounded the Iranians’ string of setbacks. 

It might be too early to predict the outcome of the new 
Syrian move to control the free ran that HizboUch enjoys 
to Beirut's southern suburbs; we can only welcome the 
Syrian decision, with the hope that it was prompted, 
finally, by a new-found awareness of the real nature of 
Iran’s long-term objectives in Lebanon, and, for that 
matter, of Tehran's broader designs in the Gulf and 
elsewhere in the Middle East. 
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4/ Ra V: Reasserting cur confidence 


ON ihe 2lst anniversary of Israel's occupation of Jerusalem the 
Israelis reaffirmed their intention to keep the holy city united under 
their rule and escalated arbitrary measures against the Arab people 
of Palestine. The anniversary coincided with the 40th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Jewish slate on Palestinian land, reminding the 
Arabs of their usurped rights of lands, and of Israel's atrocities being 
waged on their kinsmen struggling for freedom. Forty years of 
occupation have not granted Israel any peace or stability because 
occupation cannot change the facts of history, nor can they erase the 
rights of the Palestinian people in their homeland. Forty years of 
Israel's presence on Arab land will not prevent the Arabs from 
gathering their power and their courage, and rise up in defence of 
their land. The Palestinian revolt which broke out in December 19S7 
dearly demonstrates the determination of the Arab people to resist 
occupation and regain their land and their rights. This uprising 
indicates that injustice, no matter how Jong it prevails. will not 
triumph, and that the oppressed people sooner or later will regain 
their lands. The Arab revolt in Palestine is bound to bring the 
Zionists to their senses and will no doubt thwart their conspiracies. 
The anniversary gives us time to reflect on the situation and reassert 
our confidence in the future. 


AJ Dustour: Need to unify our ranks 


THE anniversary of the usurpation of Palestine came amidst an 
escalation of the uprising in the occupied Arab lands and determined 
resistance against Israeli occupation. Zionism, in collusion with allies 
around the world, succeeded 40 years ago in establishing a Jewish 
state in the midst of the Arab World, and has been providing this 
state with unlimited help to enable it to expand at the expense of 
Arab countries. But this Jewish state, despite its military superiority, 
is still suffering from instability and lack of peace. This Jewish state, 
which is still rejected by the Arabs, continues to adopt military force 
as a means for maintaining occupation of Arab land. After 40 years 
of i xcupation the Israelis are no: certain about their own future; and 
it seems to them that time is not on their side. They have been 
occupying our land by iron and fire and supported by the 
American dollar throughout the past four decades, but they seem to 
be shaking and falling apart in the face of a Palestinian revolt, and the 
continuous uprising in Palestinian land. This uprising is only an 
indicator that the Arab Nation still possesses its own will and it is 
determined to regain its rights and lends no matter how long the 
occupation lasts. This occasion should serve as an incentive for us to 
reassess our position and rally our forces and unify our ranks, 
because with true determination we are bound to succeed. 


Sawt Ai Shaab: Freedom and liberation 


THE Arab World celebrated Eid A! Fiir following the holy month of 
Ramadan, an occasion which reminds us of the need to exchange 
affection and maintain solidarity within our ranks. It is an occasion to 
remind us of our duty to protect our national unity and do all we can 
to end side differences that weaken our position. Or. Eid AI Fitr one 
can remind himself of the need for Arab- Islamic solidarity as called 
for by Islam and for working in unity to repel aggression. It is an 
occasion to reject all measures and actions that lend to distort the 
true face of Islam such as those practiced by Iran which is involved in 8 
an aggression on Iraq. The Eid AI Fitr is an occasion for Arabs and 
Muslims to remind themselves of the duty to strengthen their 
solidarity in the face of the Israeli enemy now involved in waging a 
war of genocide against our people ;n occupied Palestine. The Eid AI 
Fitr is a reminder” for us to extend help to our kinsmen under Israeli 
rule to strengthen their steadfastness and support their uprising to 
achieve freedom and liberation 



on ending war, improving civil rights 


By Hamza Headawi 

Reuters 


KHARTOUM — Western aid 
to impoverished Sudan might be 
tied in future to the government's 
record on human rights over the 
civil war in the south, according 
to diplomats. 

“The continuation of aid at this 
stage could mean an indirect sup- 
port for Khartoum's war effort," 
said one diplomat from a donor 
nation. 


Militias, recruited to fight 
SPLA rebels seeking to end what 
they see as domination by the 
mainly Muslim and Arab north, 
have been accused by relief agen- 
cies of killing civilians indiscrimi- 
nately. 


debts of nearly $12 billion since 
the early 1980s. 

Ii owes the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) nearly 
$800 million in arrears. 


The government's five-year 
war against the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) in the 
mainly animist and Christian 
south is estimated to cost several 
million dollars a day. 


"What is going on is not moral- 
ly right. We give aid on the 
understanding that national unity 
is preserved and that human 
rights are kept." another western 
diplomat said Friday. "We can- 
not continue to pour aid into 
northern Sudan alone." 


At the same time, it is strug- 
gling to treat more than 21,000 
meningitis cases in what health 
officials call the most vicious 
epidemic to bit the country in 
nearly 30 years. 

Western diplomats fear their 
aid could indirectly help Khar- 
toum’s war against the SPLA. 


and grants to finance a proposed 
four-year recovery programme. 

In exchange, aid and creditor 
nations want the government to 
adjust exchange rates, liberalise 
the economy and privatise or 
streamline loss-making state en- 
terprises. 


teriorate as they have recently 
been, this will certainly be a 
distinct possibility," he added. 

The London-Based charity 
Minority Rights said last week 
that thousands of civilians had 
been killed by militias operating 
outside army control. 


Sudan is under pressure from 
both donors and creditors to take 
unpopular steps to reform its 
economy after failing to meet 
payments in full on its foreign 


"On the other hand, there is no 
realistic chance of any economic 
recovery while the war is raging 
on,” one said. 

Khartoum hopes to receive 
neatly $4.8 billion in soft loans 


Diplomats said donors deman- 
ded that the government must 
also stop militias killing innocent 
civ ilians and an alleged resurg- 
ence of slavery. 

"We are very upset by these 
reports. But we have not yet 
come to the point where we 
condition fresh aid on the im- 
provement of Sudan's human 
rights record, "one diplomat said. 

"But if things continue to de- 


Foreign relief workers and re- 
fugees escaping war and famine 
is the south have said that some 
mothers pawned teenage sons to 
buy passage for the rest of their 
fami lies to Khartoum. 


The government vehemently 
denied claims by two Khartoum 
university lecturers last year that 
hundreds of southerners, mainly 
young women and children from 
the Dinka tribe, were being en- 


slaved by tribesmen in sooth 

Darfur- 

One diplomat said donors 
wanted a detailed government 
statement on peace -prospects in 
the south and on human rights. 

A group of Western ambassa- 
dors protested to the Foreign 
Ministry io December at an. 
alleged massacre in March 1987 
of an estimated 1,500 DzzzJca 
tribesmen in south Darfur and 
the killing of several hundred 
more in the southern town of 
Wau last August and September 
by troops and militiamen. 

So far there has been no re- 
sponse and the government has 
not public! y acknowledged re- 
ceipt of the protest , diplomats 
said. 



By John Owen-Davies 

Reuter 


ANKARA — Undeterred by 
such setbacks as detention by the 
army and electoral humiliation, 
Turkey’s former Prime Minister 
and national hero Bulent Ecevit 
is seeking a comeback. 

“I believe I am still in a posi- 
tion to contribute to the Social 
Democratic movement,” said 
Ecevit, apparently set on winning 
the backing of Turkey's democra- 
tic. fragmented left. 

Ecevit was elevated briefly to 
hero status in 1974 when he 
ordered Turkish troops to Cyprus 
after a short-lived coup in Nicosia 
inspired by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

He was detained six years later 
after a military coup, and later, 
along with other civilian leaders, 
was banned from political 
activity. 

The ban was lifted by a referen- 
dum last September, but Ecevit’s 
joy was short-lived. Two months 
later his Democratic Left Party 
(DLP) failed to win a seat in a 
general election. 

He stepped down as DLP head 
in February and it appeared the 
charismatic politician was at the 
end of the political road. 

Although Ecevit has made no 
formal bid for leadership of the 
left, he has maintained close con- 
tact with supporters and groups in 
other democratic leftist organisa- 


tions. 

He regularly visits rural areas 
and meets trade union members 
and spoke at a political rally last 
weekend in Gebze, western 
Turkey. 


There he said: “The reason 
behind Turkey’s present prob- 
lems is the 1980 military takeov- 
er. The economic model and reg- 
ime implemented after tbe 
takeover has gone bankrupt. 

"The (ruling) Motherland Par- 
ty government has gone bankrupt 
in six months and cannot possibly 
stand up for further four-and-a- 
half years. 

Ecevit is scheduled to visit The 
Netherlands on May 18 for a 
conference on problems of social 
democracy in Turkey before 
going to Sweden for a Swedish 
writers association meeting. 

Turkey's main parliamentary 
opposition, the Social Democrat 
Populist Party (SHP), is in some 
disarray. 


“1 have certain ideological and 
even philosopliical differences 
with some social democrats and 
other leftists m I may not be 
'accepted as leader for all social 
democrats in Turkey,” Ecevit, 
62, told Reuters. 

Speaking in the modest Ankara 
apartment where he lives with 
wife Rahsan, helped by 800,000 
lira (630 dollars) a month from 
the state, be talks of reaching 
agreement with the SHP. 


Opinion polls show the SHP 
might oust conservative Prime 
Minister Turgnt Ozal's Mother- 
land Party, blamed for 74 per 
cent annual inflation, if an elec- 
tion were held now. 

Ecevit returned from the poli- 
tical wilderness once before after 
protesting against a 1971 military 
intervention in domestic politics. 

"I disagreed with the leader of 
my former political party and 
resigned my post as secretary- 
general. I thought my political 
life was over but after 28 months I 
found myself as prime minister. 

His first government, as head 
of the Republican People’s Party, 
lasted eight months. He returned 
for one month in 1977 and then 
22 months in 1978-79 at a time of 
weak coalitions and political vio- 
lence which led to the 1980 coup. 

On Cyprus, Ecevit said: "I 
took a decision (to send troops) 
in order to prevent the bloodshed 
between Greeks and Turks, to 
prevent annexation of the island 
to Greece." 

"Not only has complete peace 
prevailed since then but also both 
communities on the island have 
bad the chance to make consider- 
able, remarkable progress and 
economic development.” 

The Turkish Republic of North 
Cyprus, recognised only by Ank- 
ara, was declared unilaterally in 
1983. 

Ecevit said he favoured a bi- 
coramunal, federal system for the 


future. "But if that is going to be 
handicapped by the Greeks, the 
Turks on tbe island could survive 
comfortably.” 


On tbe question of the Turkish 
military presence in Cyprus — 
Turkey says there are up to 

19.000 troops, the United Na- 
tions puts the figure at some 

29.000 — he said only a minor 
pullout was possible for security 
reasons. 

Ecevit said he stepped down 
from the DLP leadership this 
year to halt political attacks. 

The party won only eight per 
cent of the overall vote in the 
genera) election which returned 
Ozal to office. 

"I believe I should continue my 
struggle for social democracy. 
Turkish society is chan g in g very 
rapidly and the world is changing 
very rapidly. In tbe meantime 
social democracy in Western 
Europe and in Turkey is also 
substantially changing. 


"I believe I and' the Democra- 
tic Party movement represent this 
change (domestically), much 
more than the SHP,” he said. 

Ecevit accused the SHP of 
being elitist. "Among its deputies 
(in parliament) there is not a 
single worker, a former artisan,” 
be said. 

"In Turkey, 50 per cent of the 
people are peasants so we (the 
DLP) deal with tbe problems of 
peasant fanners.” 



By Anton Ferreira 

Reuter 


VALLETTA — Maltese Prime 
Minister Edward Fenech Adami 
completes his first year in office 
this month determined to take 
Malta into Europe despite West- 
ern fears about his ties with 
Libya. 


“Malta should form pan of the 
European Community, that is our 
final destination ,” Fenech Adami 
told Reuters before the first 
anniversary of his May 9 
Nationalist Party election victory. 

The tense elections after a cam- 
paign marked by political vio- 
lence gave the nationalists narrow 
victory over the Labour Party and 
ended 16 years of Socialist rule. 

Labour won a majority of seals 
despite polling fewer votes than 
the nationalists. But under an 
amendment to the constitution, 
the nationalists received four ex- 
tra seats after taking more than 
50 per cent of the popular vote. 

As part of the deal, the 
nationalists agreed that the con- 
cept of neutrality and noa-align- 
mem should be written into the 
constitution. 

A diplomatic source said this 
could be a problem when Malta 


applied for EC membership. 

"Neutrality you could possibly 
swallow, but non-alignment and 
membership of the "community 
just don’t go together," he said’. 

During the labour term tbe 
party’s then leader Dom Mintoff 
signed treaties with Libya, North 
Korea and the Soviet Union and 
repeatedly criticised the United 
States. 

But Fenech Adami said those 
days were over. 

"We are a European country, 
we are a democratic country, we 
are a country that respects the 
rule of law." 

Fenech Adami, due to visit 
Washington in July for a meeting 
with President Reagan, will be 
the first Maltese Prime Minister 
to visit Washington since 1966 
and said he was working to im- 
prove relations with the United 
States. 

But he said Malta had no inten- 
tion of cutting its commercial ties 
with Libya, 200 miles to the 
South, one of the few countries 
with which it has a favourable 
balance of trade. 

"It’s not a question of loosen- 
ing ties, it’s a question of having 
the correct relationship," Fenech 
Adami said. 

■•Unfortunately in the past the 


perception was that we were sub- 
servient to Libyan policies." 

But diplomatic sources said 
some Western countries were still 
concerned at Malta's links with 
Libya, accused by Washington of 
supporting international ter- 
rorism. 

Another diplomatic source 
cited evidence of Libyan help for 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
and said Libyans in Malta could 
be involved in activities of which 
the government was unaware. 

But the diplomats said that de- 
spite the concern, Maltese rela- 
tions with the United States were 
good and improving. 

Fenech Adami said he ex- 
pected to be asked about the 
Libyan connection when he vi- 
sited Washington. 

'■i’ll explain what the situation 
is... 1 don't think one can quarrel 
with this new relationship be- 
tween Malta and Libya. 

Talking about Malta's internal 
situation Fenech Adami, elected 
on a national reconciliation plat- 
form, said his government had 
done its best to avoid confronta- 
tion, citing the relative industrial 
peace of his 12 months in office. 

But 3 Labour Party spokes- 
man. international secretary Leo 
Brincat, disagreed. "Our party’s 


reaction is one of deep dis- 
appointment... (the govern- 
ment's) biggest failure has been 
in national reconciliation." 

Brincat accused the administra- 
tion of vindictiveness and said it 
had ousted civil servants loyal to 
the labour government. 

But he acknowledged that at 
least some members of the gov- 
ernment had shown goodwill, 
especially in dealing with propos- 
als to give the figurehead pres- 
idency more powers. 


The proposals, intended to 
turn the presidency into a uni- 
fying force between Malta’s bit- 
terly divided political groups, 
grew out of talks between the 
parties after tbe 1981 elections. 

One of the strongest advocates 
of non-alignment was Mintoff, 
whose name is mentioned in any 
discussion of possible future pres- 
idents. 


“Dom Mintoff would be a 
natural choice,” said Brincat, 
although other political observers 
said the former labour leader bad 
made too many enemies in both 
parties to stand a chance of win- 
ning the strengthened presidency. 

"Mintoff certainly hasn't mel- 
lowed over tbe years.” said one 
diplomat. 



By John Chadwick 
Reuter 


GENEVA — The international 
Red Cross is celebrating its 125th 
birthday with no sign it will ever 
be out of a job. 

The clean-cut wars of 19th- 
century Europe have been re- 
placed by more shadowy conflicts 
but the need for an impartial 
agency to protect the victims of 
armed struggle has never been 
more real. 


it all started when Swiss 
businessman Jean-Henry Dunant 
witnessed in horror the sight of 
French. Austrian and Sardinian 
dead and wounded littering the 
battlefield at Solferino. 


Dunant proposed every coun- 
try should set up a voluntary aid 
corps to support its army medical 
units, with all nations adopting 
certain inviolable principles — 
later to be enshrined in the Gene- 
va Conventions. 

On 29 October 1863, delegates 
from 16 states attended a cere- 
mony at Geneva’s Palais de 
L ather.ee at which the Red Cross 
was bom. In itsl25th Birthday 
year, the ICRC has the support of 
146 countries. Its aims remain 
virtually unchanged. 


headquarters dose to the Euro- 
pean offices of the United Na- 
tions, director general Jacques 
Morei lion said the aims had not 
basically changed. 

AU Swiss 


In IS62 he published a book, 
“a memory of Solferino," which 
pricked the public conscience about 
the human indignities of war. 


As flags with tbe now familiar 
emblem — a Red Cross on a 
white background — fluttered in 
this Swiss lakeside city on Inter- 
national Red Cross day on Sun- 
day. the centre of attention is 
now starvation in Africa and con- 
flict in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories. 

But at the ICRC's hillside 


"If you have a helpless indi- 
vidual, wounded or imprisoned, 
who has lost his natural protec- 
tor. his own state, you have to 
find a substitute. And if he needs 
medical attention, you provide it 
in proportion to his need with no 
discrimination, irrespective of 
race or creed." Moreillon said. 

Moreillon heads about 550 
ICRC staff in Geneva, with 
almost as many working in the 
field. They are all Swiss and they 
say this is the way most people 
still prefer it. 

Since 1919 the ICRC has had 
the vital support of a multi- 
national parallel organisation . the 
league of Red Cross and Red 


Crescent Societies. 

The league, comprising 145 
national Red Cross societies, was 
set up after World War I at the 
initiative of Wall Street banker 
Henry Davison "to anticipate, 
diminish and relieve the misery 
produced by disaster and 
calamity." 


Since then, in nearly 1,000 re- 
lief actions, it has moved in after 
earthquakes in the Balkans, 
floods in China and hurricanes in 
the Caribbean. It took part in 
relief work with the ICRC during 
World War II and the Korean 
conflict. 

Over the years, the ICRC’s 
international role has not always 
been without controversy. Some 
critics say it could have done 
more to help Jews incarcerated in 
Nazi concentration camps in 
World War II, a charge it would 
denv. 


OPEN FORUM 


To my friend 


Tbe following poem was provided by the Swedish Organisation for 
Individial Relief on tbe occcasioo of the national week for the 
mentally retarded in Jordan. The poem was written by the 
organisation's special teacher Bfirgitta Henuntagssoin. 


You certainly understand what I say. 

Even though yon cannot talk. 

Bat I know you so weR 
I can read the words from your body 
Tbe words which are your answer. 

Your eyes follow my movements. 

You smile when I come near you 

You smBe aod eqjoy it when I touch you. 

I beUere you understand my words 
even though you do not have any. 

I can see when you are happy, 

/ can see when you are sad. 

Your sad eyes, your little tired body. 

But your thoughts, your deepest feelings 
can never be readied — it hurts. 

I try, I try everythin? I know f 
to be as you want me to be. 

Rest your little bod}' against me 
and fed that I lore you. 

Hem the words I whisper in your ear, 

tbe warmth of my band that strokes you gently. 

I behere you understand all of this, 

/ know it, even though your language is 
without words. 


NATO 

governments say 

Danish role in 
alliance uncertain 


By Robert Bonis 

The Associated Press 


BRUSSELS, Belgium — De- 
nmark’s NATO allies expressed a 
mixture of mild disappointment 
and relief Wednesday at the mud- 
dled outcome of a Danish elec- 
tion widely seen as a test of its 
loyalty to the Western alliance. 

"It’s regrettable,” said Nor- 
way’s Foreign Minister, Torvald 
Stoltenberg, "that the Danish 
election failed to clarify" the 
issue that triggered the vote: 
whether to tighten enforcement 
of a long-standing ban on the 
presence of nuclear weapons in 
Denmark in peacetime. 

“Nothing has been decided," 
said Ton Frinking, a member of 
the Dutch parliament and presi- 
dent of the North Atlantic 
Assembly, a NATO support 
organisation. 

The United States, Britain and 
the Brussels-based leadership of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation had sharply criticised the 
passage last month of a Danish 
parliamentary resolution requir- 
ing the government to officially 
notify visiting warships of the 
nuclear arras ban. 

Depending on how it might be 
implemented, the resolution 
could require captains of NATO 
ships to say whether they are 
carrying nuclear arms. In the 
past. Denmark had simply 
assumed that visitors knew the 
rule. 

As a matter of policy, the 
United States and Britain refuse 
to confirm or deny the presence 
of nuclear weapons on their 
ships. Passage of the resolution 
prompted NATO to shift a nuc- 
lear policy review conference 
from Denmark to Belgium. Bri- 
tain called off royal navy port 
visits. 

in the election Tuesday, Prime 
Minister Poul Schlueter's Minor- 
ity Centre-Right Coalition — 
which opposed the resolution — 
emerged with the same number 
of seats as before the vote. The 
two main Socialist parties that 
favoured the resolution lost two 
of their SI seats. 

Thus both the government and 
the opposition Socialist bloc were 
denied a clear majority. 

NATO headquarters and some 
European governments, includ- 
ing Belgium. Spain and Italy, 
declined early comment on the 
election results, saying the voting 
was too fragmented to give a 
dear picture of how and whether 
tbe Danish resolution might be 
implemented. 

Schlueter submitted his res- 


ignation to Queen Margrethe U 
on Tuesday as expected and said 
negotiations to form a new gov- 
ernment would begin im- 
mediately. 

Reaction to the vote was swift 
in Norway, which also has a 
long-standing ban on the pre- 
sence of nuclear weapons on its 
soil in peacetime. Norway has 
avoided a confrontation on the 
issue by simply reminding allies 
of the non-nudear rule during 
diplomatic exchanges prior to a 
port call. 

Kaare Willocb, conservative 
chairman of tbe Norwegian par- 
liament's foreign affairs commit- 
tee, stressed the mild setback 
suffered by tbe two mai n Danish 
Socialist parties that support the 
resolution. 

“It's gratifying that the parties 
which created uncertainty about 
Denmark's loyalty toward NATO 
suffered election setbacks and 
likewise that the parties which 
defended this loyalty jointly .adv- 
anced," he said. 

Frinking, the Dutch legislator, 
also sought to cast the result in a 
positive light. 


“It’s dear that Denmark is not 
running out of NATO.” he said. 
"We need Denmark, and I'm 
happy they did not decide in a 
more negative way.!’ 

Schlueter had sought to portray 
tbe election as a verdict ; on De- 
nmark’s allegiance to NATO, but 
political analysts said the out- 
come was unlikely to change the 
level of allied uncertainty about 
Denmark’s role. 

“I don’t think (Denmark's) 
membership as such is put into 
question.’’ Peter Corterier, the 
West German Secretary General 
of the North Atlantic Assembly, 
said before the election results 
were final. 

"it’s a question of whether 
Denmark can play a meaningful 
role in the alliance 1 and: Whether 
it’s prepared to cooperate with., 
the allies in such a way that - 
(NATO) plans... for tfie defeo^ 
of Denmark can- be, ifo-. 
plemented,” Corterier said lean 
interview. * 


Denmark’s low-lying pemhsula 
and island s command' the 
approaches to the; .Baltic. Sea, a 
rital choke point for SovtetacceSs. 
to the North Sea and the Xztao-, 
■tic. NATO strategists consider 
Denmark a key supply firrir in 
case of invasion, from.tti&efc^'‘ 
Besides its non-nuclear-poliqu- 
the Danish, govemment has been 
widely criticised ifr NATOTdrlSS 
relatively small . level 7 dfcdfcfq&ce 
spending. V; ‘ 


T 


•T*! 


-«► 












■v.. 


. '* * •*' **- -* 4 * 7 


15y 




: j C j t'*.** , : !: 


■ '1 yC. r ' 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY MAY 19-20, 1988 5 




S PR 


Palestinian nationalism 

HEBRON ~ When Mohammad — not his real name — was 
arrested and sen t four months ago to Israel's Kitsyot prison (better 
fcnown^ as Ansar 3,) he was . just another callow teenager 
apprehended for throwing stones at a passing Israeli jeep. 

■' ui-his West Bank refugee camp, Mohammad 

Ev ^something of a local hero. He is more mature, politically 
sophisticated; and committed to the five-month Palestinian upris- 
ing against Israel V 21 -year occupation of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. • . 

• -Israel has detained thousands of Palestinians since December to 
break the back _of the uprising. But as even some Israeli officials 
concede, the .prison experience, in many cases, has probably had 
theummended reverse effect, of perpetuating the uprising by 
becoming a Training school for it. 

In the crowded cells of dozens of Israeli prisons and detention 
centres, young men like Mohammad are m akin g the contacts, 
learning- the radical politics, and gaining the enhanced local 
prestige that have made them ieaders-of the uprising. "I came out 


(of prison) with more commitment," says the 18-year-old Moham- 
wbo. like others interviewed, asked not to be named. “I'm 
more ready, to become politically involved — and more ready to 
take risks.". . . 

“I’ve gained more respect (in other's eyes) based on greater 
exposure and knowledge," be adds. The brief period in custody has 
made him something of a celebrity among the youngsters and 
teenagers who congregate around him as he makes his rounds of 
the camp. Even the elders seem deferential, as if to the first college 
graduate in afamily of grade-school dropouts — The Christian 
Science Monitor. 

Israel jails 2 for anti-SL A attack 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — A military court sentenced two 
Lebanese guerrillas for acts committed against an Israeli-armed. 
Quistian-led militia in Lebanon on grounds that their acts harmed 
Israeli security. 

Court sources said the case against Kassem Khamets and Ismail 
Ali Zayan, both 19-year-old Shi’ite. members of the Iranian- 
influenced Hibollah, was the first in which Israel tried Lebanese 
guerrillas for attacks on Lebanese rather than Israeli targets. 

Commenting on the sentences handed down by military court in 
Lod, Mordechai Kremnitzer, professor of criminal law at Hebrew 
University, said in a telephone interview that the ruling "is an 
extension" of Israeli jurisprudence to acts against the security of j 
the state committed abroad. 

The guerrillas were turned over to Israel by the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), which wounded and captured them in a clash near 
their native village of Qabrikba in South Lebanon last June. 

Col. Aharon Alpem, who presided over the Lod case, told the 
court," “We must consider tire SLA as an important factor in 
guarding the security of our northern settlements. Any attack on 
this body must be considered as an attack against Israel's security" 
— The Washington PosL 


Hawke accuses Libya of 
involvement in Vanuatu 




fan talks 




MOSCOW (R) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid arrives in Moscow Thursday for talks 
aimed at giving a boost to the Middle East peace 
process ahead of the Moscow superpower summit. 


top 

r summit 


DETENTIONS ON THE RISE: Israeli territories. The Israeli army has detained at least 
soldiers blindfold an arrested Palestinian in tbe 8,000 Palestinians, including women and teenagers, 
Gaza Strip prior to taking him to one of the in its effort to quell the 23-week-oM Palestinian 
newly-set up detention centres in the occupied uprising. 


Foreigners held after Khartoum attacks 


KHARTOUM (R) — Author- 
ities have detained many fore- 
igners for questioning after twin 
attacks that killed seven people at 
a Khartoum hotel and club, a 
Sudanese minister said Tuesday. 

Information Minister Abdullah 
Mohammad Ahmed said three 


men with Lebanese passports 
arrested shortly after the raids 
on the Acropoie Hotel and the 
Sudan Club Sunday insisted they 
were not involved. 

A British family of four, a 
British teacher and two Sudanese 
were killed when an explosion 


Mujahedeen call for 
Iran’s ouster from U.N. 


CANBERRA (R) — Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke Wednesday 
accused Libya of involvement in 
the South Pacific 'state of 
Vanuatu where one person was 
killed in a riot earlier this week. 

"There is no doubt about a 
Libyan connectiaq rgt Vanuatu,” 
said Hawke; who -oi^ered riot 
gear to be rushed to the capital 
Port Vila Tuesday after a request 
from. Prime Minister Waiter Lini. 


Hawke did not describe any evi- 
. dence of Libya's alleged involve- 
ment. 

"Australia can’t stand idly by if 
- there are attempts to undermine 
by non-democratic process that 
.government,” Hawke added. 

Vanuatu established diploma- 
^ t$c ties with Libyajh 1986 but Lini 
■ •has delayed rite establishment of 
a diplomatic mission after com- 
plaints by Western nations, in- 
cluding Australia, 


BAGHDAD (R) — The main 
Iranian opposition has called for 
Iran to be expelled from the 
United Nations and all interna- 
tional organisations, according to 
the text of a speech telexed to 
Reuters. 

Masoud Rajavi, leader of tbe 
Baghdad-based Mujahedeeo-e- 
Khalq, said in the speech that 
seats held by Tehran in such 
bodies should be allocated to the 
Iranian National Resistance 
Counci], which Rajavi heads. 

"Pinning hopes on the (Ayatol- 


lah Ruhollah) Khomeini regime, 
seeking an alternative within it. 
hoping for a military coup d'e- 
tat... are absolutely inconceiv- 
able,” Rajavi said. 

He made the speech at one of 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq bases 
along the 1,180-kilometre Iran- 
Iraq warfront from which the 
group carries out attacks inside 
Iran. 

The resistance council groups 
Iranians opposed to Khomeini 
and seeking to overthrow the 
Tehran government. 



King renews call for Arab deployment force 


(Continued from page 1) 

rebellion which followed 20 years 
of oppression, injustice, cruelty 
and inhuman practices at a time 
Mien other-countries speak about 
human rights. 

"Since the Palestinian people 
are fighting for their rights and 
dinging to their homeland they 
will ultimately regain them de- 
spite the military force of the 
Israeli enemy, arid Jordan will 
continue to back the Palestinian 
people's endeavours for achiev- 
ing this goal," tbe King said. 

Jordan wiQ also seek to con- 
vene an international peace con- 
ference to implement U.N. 
Security Council resolutions to 


find a lasting and honourable 
settlement to the Palestinian 
problem, the King said. Jordan, 
he added, has no other ambition 
but to help the Palestinian people 
to regain their rights in their 
homeland. The Palestinians 
should represent themselves at 
any negotiations for a peaceful 
settlement, he said. 

“The Palestinian people enjoy 
frill rights in the Kingdom on 
equal footing with all other peo- 
ple living in the East Bank, but at 
the same time they retain their 
rights in their Palestinian land — 
rights which Jordan will help 
them regain with all its might," 
tbe King said. 

But in the meantime, he said. 


Jordan, with its Palestinian and 
Jordanian people, will continue 
to struggle in defence of the 
homeland and will continue to 
extend backing for the kinsmen in 
the occupied Arab lands. 

The King earlier attended 
prayers at the main mosque in 
Tafileh and heard a sermon call- 
ing for Arab unity in tbe face of 
the common challenges. 

After the prayers, the King met 
with worshipers who offered him 
good wishes on the occasion. 
Several local notables delivered 
speeches on the occasion and 
Upper House Parliament mem- 
ber Mohammad Odeh presented 
the King with a sword as a token 
gift commemorating the visit. 


The King was accompanied by 
His Royal Highness Prince Fais- 
al, Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and 
senior officials. 

On the occasion of ‘Eid A1 Fitr, 
King Hussein received cables of 
good wishes from kings and heads 
of state of Arab and friendly 
states. Tbe King also received 
two telephone calls from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein with 
whom he exchanged wishes on 
the occasion. 

The King also received a phone 
call from King Fahd Ibn Abdul 
Aziz of Saudi Arabia congratulat- 
ing him on the occasion of ‘Eid A1 
Fitr. During the call, tbe two 
monarchs also exchanged views 
on current Arab issues. 


tore through the dining room of 
the hotel while at least two gun- 
men simultaneously opened fire 
at the club. 

Ahmad, a member of a Sudan's 
new government sworn in just 
before the raids, said the explo- 
sives planted at the Acropoie 
detonated earlier than planned so 
a massacre had been avoided. 

The blast hit the dining room 
minutes before ir was usually 
packed with guests. 

In London, the Foreign Office 
advised Britons Tuesday to defer 
their visits to Khartoum until the 
situation clarified. 

Official sources in the 
Sudanese capital said the fore- 
igners held for questioning in- 
cluded Syrians and Palestinians. 

Ahmad told Sudanese news- 
paper editors the three Lebanese 
suspects arrived in Khartoum 
from West Germany, after pick- 
ing up Sudanese visas in Kuwait. 
Two of them are believed to be 
teenagers. 

He said documents found at a 
Khartoum flat they rented 
showed they are apparently doing 
business in Sudan. An official 
statement said Monday they en- 
tered the country posing as 
businessmen. 

The statement said that police 
had material evidence and 
eyewitness accounts linking the 
three men to the twin attacks. 

There were no claims of re- 
sponsibility. 

Members of the Sudan Club 
are British or Commonwealth 
citizens but it is also frequented 
by diplomats and other expatri- 
ates. The Acropoie is popular 
with foreign relief workers and 
journalists. 

Prime Minister Sadeq A1 
Mahdi Tuesday accused Sudan's 
foreign enemies of bringing what 
be called terrorism and their 
rivalries to Khartoum. He called 
for tighter security. 

In a radio broadcast marking 
Eid Ai Fitr, Mahdi said foreign 
enemies were abusing Sudan's 
freedoms. 


With the Soviet Union showing 
new flexibility on solutions to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. Egypt — 
the only Arab state in the region 
to have diplomatic links with 
Israel — is strategically placed to 
negotiate with Kremlin leaders. 

Abdul Meguid's visit to Mos- 
cow is the first by an Egyptian 
foreign minister since the 1970s, 
when Cairo strengthened ties 
with the United States. But 
Soviet- Egypti an relations have 
steadily improved since Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev took 
office in March 1985. 

“It is in our mutual interests to 
have these contacts, especially in 
the peace process at this point 
and at a time when the superpow- 
ers are establishing what seems to 
be a long-term relationship,” an 
Egyptian diplomat said. 

He said the Egyptian and 
Soviet positions on a solution to 
the Middle East conflict overlap- 
ped in many respects, and the 
talks could take understanding 
one step further. 

Abdul Meguid, who also serves 
as a deputy prime minister, will 
meet SovieL foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze Friday. 
Talks with Gorbachev are also 
possible but have not yet been 
confirmed. 

His visit follows signs of move- 
ment on a Middle East solution 
including a reported Soviet shift 
to acceptance of the idea that an 
international peace conference 
would not be empowered to im- 
pose a settlement on the region. 

In the two days prior to Abdul 
Meguid's arrival, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres has been 
meeting U.S. Secretary of State 


-George Shultz to compare notes 
on the Middle East. 

Diplomatic sources in Moscow 
said the flurry of activity could 
presage progress when Gor- 
bachev meets U.S. president 
Ronald Reagan in Moscow May 
29-June 2. 

The Soviet Union and Egypt 
agree in backing a Middle East 
peace conference to be attended 
by the permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council and a U 
interested parties, including the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The United States and Israel 
reject PLO participation and, 
while Peres supports the idea of a 
conference, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir opposes it. 

Arab analysts noted, however, 
that Moscow had made another 
shift in its position when PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat visited the 
Soviet Union last month. 

A Soviet statement referred to 
Israeli withdrawal from “occu- 
pied territories'* instead of from 
“all the occupied territories" in 
what was interpreted as a hint to 
Israel. 

Peres acknowledged Soviet fle- 
xibility on the conference plan 
last week after meeting a Com- 
munist Party official from Mos- 
cow at a Socialist International 
conference in Madrid. 

The Kremlin, which broke off 
diplomatic ties with Israel during 
the 1967 war, has gradually been 
renewing contacts. 

Abdul Meguid will be carrying 
a message to Gorbachev from 


Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, under whose leadership tbe 
two countries ended the chili in 
?h*ir relations which began when 
Egypt expelled 17,000 Soviet 
advisers in 1972. 

Relations improved further last 
year when the Soviet Union res- 
cheduled Cairo's $3 billion milit- 
ary debt. 

During this week's talks, the 
two countries plan to sign an 
economic and scientific coopera- 
tion agreement which senior 
Egyptian diplomats say will open 
a new page in relations. 


U.S. seeks to settle case over 
Israeli technology acquisition 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Justice Department is nego- 
tiating with Israel to settle an 
investigation into allegations that 
the Zionist state tried illegally to 
acquire U.S. technology for clus- 
ter bombs, a spokesman says. 

According to John Russell, tbe 
spokesman, the department has 
decided against any criminal pro- 
secution. but the case is still 
under investigation. 

"We mil not prosecute crimi- 
| nally," he said Monday. "We are 
in negotiations with Israel." he 
said. 

He would not comment on why 
the department had decided to 
keep the case open while forgoing 
criminal prosecution. 

But an official of the U.S. 
Customs Service, speaking on 
condition he not be named, said 
this week there was a proposal to 
issue administrative sanctions 
against Israel. That could include 
civil fines, he said. 

The U.S. investigation centred 
on allegations that Israel tried to 
obtain the technology to produce 
cluster bombs from private 
American contractors. 

The United States banned the 
export of cluster bombs to Israel 
in 1982 after reports that Israel 
had used them in the invasion of 


Lebanon. 

Ouster bombs, which are can- 
nisters that contain hundreds of 
smaller high-explosive bomblets. 
initially were sold to Israel on 
condition they be used only in 
self-defence. 

Specifically, investigators 
sought to determine if there were 
any violations of the arms export 
control act, which stipulates that 
certain military items can only be 
exported from the United States 
with a license. 

Israeli officials repeatedly de- 
nied any violations had occurred. 
They contended they had de- 
veloped their own technology for i 
"minibombs" placed in artillery i 
shells. American technology had | 
been imported with valid i 
licenses, they said. 

In July 1986, court orders and 1 
search warrants were served at ! 
Israel Military Industries in New 
York, whose 200 employees 
negotiate military contracts with 
U.S. companies in spending $1.8 
billion in military aid grants. 

The Justice Department with- 
drew the subpoenas after the 
Israeli government said some of 
the officials were covered by di- 
plomatic immunity. In exchange, 
the Israelis agreed to cooperate 
with the investigation. 


ALGIERS tR) — Polisario guer- 
rillas fighting for control of the 
Western Sahara attacked Moroc- 
can territory Monday night killing 
10 Moroccan soldiers, a guerrilla 
communique said Wednesday. 

The communique published by 
the official Algerian news agency 
APS said the guerrillas attacked 
positions near the south Moroc- 
can town of Foum Al Hassan 
north of the Oued Draa. 

The guerrillas occupied Moroc- 
can positions in the area and 
forced defenders to flee. They 
"destroyed a large quantity of 
enemy material and recovered 
four rifles, a radio transmitter 
and numerous important military 
documents.” the communique 
said. 

The attack, which took place 
on the eve of the ’Eid Al Fitr, was 
part of the "intensification of the 
offensive aimed at tbe complete 
liberation of the Saharan terri- 
tory." it added. 

The Western Sahara, a former 
Spanish colony,, is located about 
180 kilometres' south of the scene 
of the attack in the foothills of the 
Anti-Atlas mountains. 

Morocco has not confirmed the 
attack, on previous occasions 
when localities north of the Oued 
Draa have been attacked. King 
Hassan has warned Algeria that 
Moroccan forces would exercise 
the right of "hot pursuit” if the 
attacks were repeated. 

Only two days ago the two 
countries announced the restora- 
tion of diplomatic relations which 
Rabat severed over 12 years ago 
when Algeria began backing Poli- 
sario guerrillas. 

Diplomats said tbe attack was 
likely to put a heavy strain on 
these ties just when they 
appeared to be on the mend. 

it is the first time in several 
years that the Polisario has 
attacked undisputed Moroccan 
territory but in a communique 
published Monday, the Polisario 
said it attacked a Moroccan out- 
post near Tichla on the southern 
edge of the Western Sahara close 
to the Mauritanian frontier. It 
gave no casualty figures. 

According to Moroccan milit- 
ary sources, attacks north of the 
Draa are possible only from 
Algerian territory in the area 
around the oasis town of Tindouf 
where the Polisario has its main 
rear bases. 


Amal-Hizbollah war continues 


Peres sees possible Soviet move 


(Continued from page D 

although it was trying to achieve 
this peacefully. • • •_ - 1 

Brigadier . Ghazi Kanaan, 
Syria's chief military coordinator 
in Lebanon, told reporters he 
doubted the fighting could be 
ended by political solutions. 

He said Syria was taking its 
own decisions but had decided to 
delay sending in its troops to 
allow a greater chance for a 
negotiated settlement. 

Political observers said Syria’s 
prestige in Lebanon would be 
damaged if it went back on its 
decision to send in troops. 

Besharati also predicted 
Wednesday that the problem of 
foreign hostages in Lebanon 
would be “solved” if the Amal- 
Hizboliah fighting was brought to 
an end. 

"The case of kidnapping (fore- 
igners) in Lebanon is part of the. 
crisis which Lebanon is passing 
through. I believe that if we could 
end the state of war currently 
prevailing, then definitely the 
other case would be solved too," 
Besharati said without further 
elaboration. 

He denied reports that some of 
the hostages — who include .10 
Americans, three Britons, a West 
German, an Irishman, an Italian, 
an Indian and an Egyptian — bad 
been taken to the Iranian 

embassy. . 

Lebanese analysts said Syria 
and Iran were determined not to 


jeopardise their relations for the 
sake of their Lebanese allies and 
for this reason the troops were 
still waiting. 

But Kanaan said Syria would 
not allow the situation to con- 
tinue as it was. 

“When Syria decided to deploy 
h was to restore order and there 
is still a need for a force to restore 
order. The Iranians know that 
Syria is the basic force to stop any 
such conflict in Lebanon,'* be 
. said. 

France to restore 
ties with Iran 

(Continued from page I) 

men's release or made any con- 
cessions, bis success fuelled spe- 
culation that the right-wing lead- 
er had made a deal with Iran to 
help his election bid. 

Rocard said his government 
had fbund.no official document 
spelling out France's commitment 
to restore diplomatic links with 
Iran, but stressed this had been at 
the centre of the negotiations on 
the release of the French hos- 
tages. 

Immediately after the return of 
the three hostages, a French gov- 
ernment spokesman said Paris 
had repaid a second instalment of 
an old $1 billion loan that had 
been one of the major bones of 
contention between the two 
countries since 1979. 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said Tuesday after a meet- 
ing with U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz that President 
Reagan would discuss Middle 
East peace efforts with Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev at the 
Moscow summit May 29-June 2. 

Shultz will fly to the Middle 
.East immediately after the sum- 
mit to press again the U.S. peace 
plan, which rails for an interna- 
tional conference leading to 
direct Arab-Israeli talks on a 
permanent settlement and for li- 
mited Palestinian "self-rule” in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Peres favours an international 
peace conference, but Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
firmly opposes such a meeting. 

Peres did not speedy in the 
television interview Wednesday 
what Soviet moves he expected 
bat suggested Moscow might re- 
spond to U.S. and Israeli insist- 
ence that an international confer- 
ence should not force a peace 
proposal of its own on Israel and 
tbe Arabs. 

“If they (the Soviet Union) 
won't try to impose a solution or 
to interfere in our negotiations, 
yes, why not (involve) Moscow in 
the peace process).” Peres said. 

“On the other hand, if there 
will be the slightest attempt to try 
to teach us a lesson or impose a 
solution, I think all parties will 
refuse,” he said. 


"The Russians recently did 
some very constructive positions 
and I hope they will do it this time 
again,” he added. 

Peres was interviewed from 
Toronto, Canada, the next stop 
in his North America trip. 

Meanwhile, a senior Israeli 
official sought to deflect an appa- 
rent U.S. attack on Shamir 
Wednesday, saying Reagan’s 
spokesman meant his criticism for 
Arab leaders. 

Israeli media interpreted a 
statement by White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater con- 
demning "leaders who are nega- 
tive, consistently reject new 
ideas, and fail to exploit realistic 
opportunities to bring about 
negotiations," as a rebuke to 
Shamir, although he was not 
named. 

The statement followed Tues- 
day’s talks between Reagan and 
Peres. 

Fitzwater said Peres was “crea- 
tive and has the courage and 
wisdom to say yes when real 
opportunities arise.” 

He made no mention of Israel’s 
prime minister but said those 
leaders who made progress im- 
possible “will have to answer to 
their own people for the suffering 
that will inevitably result.” 

Meeting reporters later after a 
working lunch at the State De- 
partment, Shultz said the United 
States was committed to pursuing 
Middle East peace despite slim 
chances of success. 
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Jordan maintains economic development momentum 


The following is the first of a two-part economic review reprinted 
from the 1987 annua/ report of Jordan '$ Industrial Development 
Bank. Part II will appear in Saturday’s issue. 


AMMAN — Preliminary data 
indicates that gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) in 1987 increased 
by three per cent over 1986, The 
government continued during the 
year to take necessary measures 
and adopt policies to encourage 
domestic investment, increase 
local production and exports, cur- 
tail imports and attract Arab and 
foreign investments in order to 
keep up development momentum 
of the Kingdom. 

Notwithstanding the positive 


trend of certain economic indica- 
tors, the Jordan economy con- 
tinued to be influenced by the 
prevailing conditions in the re- 
gion, This calls for more deter- 
mination and coordination of pri- 
vate and public sector's efforts to 
take necessary remedial measures 
and get past tbe stringent condi- 
tions overshadowing the Jordan 
economy. 

Industrial production 
Income from industrial sector 


increased to JD 242 million in 
1987 compared to JD 234.1 mil- 
lion in 1986 or by 3.4 per cent. 

During 1987 the Ministry of 
Industry and Track: issued 158 
licences for the establishment of 
various industrial projects with 
registered capital of JD 23.5 mil- 
lion compared with 118 licences 
with JD 18.7 million capita) 
issued in 1986. 

Out of the projects licensed 
during the year, a licence was 
issued with JD 6 million capital to 
set up a poultry processing plant 
with equity participation of IDB. 
The rest of the licensed projects 
were for the production of metal, 
food, chemicals, building mate- 


Table No. II 

Index Number of Industrial production 


1970 = 100 


Products 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

Food items 

117.3 

136.8 

142.2 

97.9 

102.8 

Soft drinks 

65.7 

869 

78.1 

69.0 

77.3 

Fodder 

119.1 

118.9 

90.3 

87.8 

85.7 

Cigarettes and Matches 

119.6 

131.8 

107.7 

100.1 

125.9 

Clothes and Textiles 

96.3 

126.4 

167.3 

148.2 

167.3 

Footwear and Leather 

104.7 

107.0 

108.7 

118.7 

113.6 

Plastic and Sponge 
CHEMICALS 

99.6 

92.6 

89.1 

114.1 

107.8 

General 

139.9 

193.2 

184.5 

217.3 

226.8 

Pharmaceutical 

223.8 

291.3 

341.1 

339.2 

377.1 

Paints 

122.8 

122. B 

113.7 

95.6 

105.9 

Detergents and Soap 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

86.1 

149.8 

98.5 

175.3 

164.1 

General 

176.2 

177.8 

191.3 

183.2 

201.6 

Iron 

173.2 

139.1 

165.5 

173.7 

183.3 

Cement 

203.6 

325.1 

324.6 

287.9 

380.5 

Wood Products 

103.3 

134.6 

128.4 

65.0 

36.9 

Others 

212.8 

205.8 

155.6 

115.0 

86.9 

Petroleum Products 

144.2 

144.9 

141.1 

134.2 

140.0 

Phosphate 

167.8 

219.7 

214.6 

221.0 

242.1 

Paper and Cardboard 

111.7 

160.8 

200.0 

‘170.5 

245.3 

Batteries 

49.7 

66.4 

65.8 

72.3 

73.3 

Electricity 

207.1 

240.6 

263.5 

232.7 

381.8 


Over-all index 

150.9 

181.2 

185.2 

187.8 

205.2 

% change 

4.9 

20.1 

2.2 

1.4 

9.26 


Source: Monthly Statistical Bulletin Centra) Bank ol Jordan. 


British hanks cut interest rates 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer (Finance 
Minister) Nigel Lawson have set- 
tled their differences over the 
pound and British banks cut in- 
terest rates in a concerted move 
to check a surge in sterling. 

In one of the most eagerly- 
awaited parliamentary appear- 
ances of her nine years in office, 
Thatcher Tuesday defused a 
cabinet dispute over exchange 
rate policy which she had largely 
caused herself. 

“The chancellor and I entirely 
agree that we must maintain a 
firm monetary policy and a down- 
wards pull on inflation,” she told 
the House of Commons in a 
carefully-worded reply to opposi- 
tion leader Neil Kinnock. 

She added that their unanimity 
on economic policy was total. 

Her endorsement was widely 


hailed as a victory for Lawson, 
who has long sought to keep the 
value of sterling at around three 
Deutschemarks. 

For two months as it shot up to 
just under 3.20 marks. Thatcher 
said the markets must set its value 
as a buoyant economy and re- 
latively high interest rates 
attracted investors. 

After a late night chat between 
the two, the markets were told 
that Lawson's view had prevailed 
when the Bank of England sud- 
denly cut key interest rates half a 
point to 7.5 per cent. 

The nation’s big Five main 
street banks quickly followed suit 
and sterling dropped to end the 
day a pfennig down at 3.1744 
marks and more than two cents 
down at $1.8635. 

Only last week. Thatcher re- 
fused to declare she was in com- 
plete agreement over exchange 


rate policy with her powerful 
chancellor, regarded by many rul- 
ing Conservatives as the architect 
of last year's general election 
success. 

Many expressed fears that the 
rift. Lawson's exchange rate poli- 
cy versus Thatcher’s fight against 
inflation, would harm the govern- 
ment and the economy and could 
lead to his resignation. 

"Lawson's now back in the 
driving seat as far as exchange 
rate policy is concerned,'' said 
David Owen, economist with 
Kleinwort Grieveson Securities. 

Bill Martin, chief economist at 
■Phillips and Drew, said it now 
seemed currency stability had 
“taken precedence over getting 
inflation under control.'* 

London’s Evening Standard 
newspaper trumpeted in a front- 
page headline: "Triumph for 
Lawson." 


C AJSTeAI*, To 
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full open Buffet at ALIA GATEWAY HOTEL 
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rials, p^per products and other 
manufacturing industries. 

During 1987, eighteen projects 
were granted total exemptions 
and 13 projects were granted 
partial exemptions. Total vahie of 
fixed assets exempted for all 
these projects amounts to JD 
14.77 million. 

Industrial production increased 
during 1987. Production of phos- 
phate increased by 9.5 per cent, 
potash by 9.2 per cent, fertilizers 
by 9.6 per cent, cement by 32; 1 
per cent, metallic pipes by 48.0 
per cent, electric power by 18.0 
per cent. 

Table No. 1 shows production 
of major industries for tbe period 
from 1983 to 1987. 

Table No. IT shows changes in 
the index of industrial production 
during 1983-1987. The overall in- 
dex increased from 187.8 in 1986 
to 205.2 in 1987. 

The number of projects 
which previously obtained loans 
from the IDB and commenced 
production during 1987 were 
eight projects. Among these pro- 
jects were steel wool, metal fab- 
rication, beverages, table salt, ice 
skating ring and others. 

Loans granted to the above 
projects amounted to JD 0.87 
million while their total cost 
amounted to JD 2.1 million. 

Labour force in Jordan during 
1987 totalled (700) thousand 
workers of which 20 per cent 
were guest workers with 85 per 
cent being Arab nationals. Un- 
employment rate was estimated 
at eight per cent. 

Out of the total labour force 80 
thousand labourers were em- 
ployed in the industrial sector. 

To meet the demand for skilled 
manpower, the Vocational Train- 
ing Corporation continued offer- 
ing training courses in various 
skills such as maintenance, la- 
thing, welding, plumbing, elec- 
trical installations... etc. Eleven 
thousand workers participated in 
these courses. 

Exploration and mining 

Tbe Natural Resources Au- 
thority (NRA) continued its 
efforts to explore oil reserves in, 
tbe Kingdom. 

During 1987 three new wells 
were drilled and a third agree- 
ment with an international com- 
pany for oil exploration was 
signed. Further exploration work 
was carried out to determine 
natural gas reserves in Reisha area 
for utilisation in electricity gen- 
eration. 

The second stage of feasibility 
- studies for utilising oil shale in the 
Kingdom was completed. Further 
studies were carried out for ex- 
ploration of feldsper, sulphur and 
potash in the southern part of the 
Kingdom. 

Phosphate production in- 
creased during 1987 to 6.8 million 
tons or by 8.8 per cent compared 
with 1986. 


Tourism 

Non-Arab arrivals were margi- 
nally higher in 1987 than in the 
previous year, and hotel occupan- 
cy rate maintained the same low 
level as of 1986. Number of classi- 
fied hotels totalled 92 in 1987 
with a capacity of 5,704 rooms or 
10,635 beds. 

A number of tourism projects 
is under construction, such as 
development and renovation of 
Petra rest house and antiquities* 
sites. 

The first stage of Ma’in Spa 
project was completed and facili- 
ties constructed are operational. 
Tbe project now provides ser- 
vices for therapeutical tourism 
under international medical su- 
pervision, utilising mineral water 
available at site. 

The IDB approved during 1987 
seven loans totalling 0.23 million 
for establishing restaurants, an 
ice skating ring and recreational 
centre in Amman and Irbid. 


Table No. i 

Production of Major Industries 


Product 

Unit 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1988 

Phosphate 

000‘s Tons 

4745.5 

6213.1 

6067.1 

6249.2 

Potash 

000’s Tons 

282.8 

486.0 

9082 

1102.0 

Fodder 

000 s Tons 

60.9 

61.2 

45.9 

44.6 

Cigarettes 

Mill. Cig. 

4067.4 

4341.9 

3538.1 

3327.7 

Textiles 

000 ’s yards 

1130.6 

1314.5 

2249.0 

2249.2 

Spinning 

Tons 

1151.8 

1831.1 

1660.3 

987.0 

Upper leather 

000's sq.ft 

2334.4 

2145.7 

1937.8 

2393.1 

Sole leather and wool 

000's Tons 

37.2 

43.9 

29.3 

18.1 

Fertilizers 

000's Tons 

301.6 

541.0 

510.5 

551.1 

Chemical acids 

000's Tons 

632.5 

1194.6 

1007.6 

1024.8 

Detergents 

000‘S Tons 

12.7 

25.5 

15.0 

28.1 

Cement 

000's Tons 

1269.0 

2026.3 

2022.9 

1794.7 

Iron 

000's Tons 

209.9 

164.9 

198.4 

209.6 

Metallic pipes 

000's Tons 

12.9 

14.7 

14.2 

12.5 

Petroleum Products 

000‘s Tons 

2499.0 

2510.9 

2423.9 

2257.1 

Paper and Cardboard 

000 s Tons 

11.9 

18.0 

21.1 

15.1 

Liquid batteries 

000's Units 

36.5 

50.1 

49.6 

55.7 

Electricity 

Mill KWH 

1699.9 

1967.0 

2154.4 

2646.8 


1987 


% of changa 
86-87 


6845.7 

1203.2 

43.7 

4000.4 

1958.0 
2179.8 

2140.6 

34.4 

604.0 

1103.2 
25.9 

2371.6 

217.0 

18.5 

2404.5 

20.5 
54.4 

3122.2 


9.5 
9.2 

( 2 . 0 ) 

20.2 

(12.9) 

120.1 

10.5 
90.1 

9.6 

7.6 
(7.8) 
32.1 

3.8 
48 0 

5.5 
35.8 
(2-3) 

18.0 


Source: Monthly Statistical Bulletin - Central Bank ol Jordan. 
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OECD ministers 
begin annual 
economic check-up 


PARIS (R) — Ministers from 24 
non-communist industrial nations 
began annual talks on the world 
economy in Paris Wednesday 
buoyed by much improved U.S. 
trade figures but still concerned 
over tbe longer-term outlook. 

The foreign and economic 
affairs ministers gathered at the 
Paris headquarters of the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development (OECD) 
for two days of talks. 

“The trade figures (for March) 
were very good. Things are get- 
ting better not only in the United 
States but also regarding trade 
imbalances In Japan and 
Europe,’’ West German Econo- 
mic Minister Martin Bangemann 
said on arrival. 

The United States Tuesday re- 
ported a dramatic narrowing of 
its trade deficit to $9.75 billion in 
March from $13.8 billion in tbe 
previous month. 

Japan this week also reported a 
continuing fall in its trade sur- 
plus. 

Dutch Economic Affairs Minis- 
ter Rudolph De Korte, in a cool- 
er assessment, said: “It was a 
hopeful sign but it doesn't mean 
that the U.S. can stop efforts to 
cut its deficits. The problem is not 
the export but tbe import figures, 
they are the key to the issue.” 

U.S. exports jumped by 23 per 
cent in March to a record $29 
billion, but imports also rose, by 

3.6 per cent, to 38.7 billion. 

Economists say continuing high 
demand for foreign goods points 


FOR SALE 

1974 FIAT - 124 

Duty free 
Price JD 300 

Tel: 843555 Ext 3964 


1981 Opel Rekord, 4 DR Sedan, excellent 
condition. 

JD 650 Duty Free 

Phone: 811836 


THE AMMAN PLAYERS 
Present 

The Famdale Avenue Housing Estate's Townswomen’s Guild 
Dramatic Society's Production of Macbeth 
A comedy 

On May 23. 24 + 25. 1988 
Dinner and show at 
Hotel Jordan Intercontinental 

7:30 p.m. p.m. start. Tickets JD 10.000. Available from Sweet 
Supermarket, Istikial Library. Hotel Jordan Intercontinental 
All proceeds to be donated to the Orphanage of St. Vincent De 
Paul 


to an overheating in the Amer- 
ican economy that could force a 
rise in interest rates to quell 
inflationary pressures. 

The world economy’s better- 
than -expected performance since 
last October's stock market 
crash, underscored by new 
OECD estimates, was high on the 
agenda for the Paris consulta- 
tions. 

This week, the OECD revised 
its estimate of 1988 U.S. growth 
to ZVj per cent from an earlier 
forecast of 2ta per cent. 

It lifted its estimate of Japanese 
growth to AV* per cent from V/i 
and said West Germany, accused 
by its partners of failure to stimu- 
late interna! demand, would see 
its economy grow by 2V* per cent 
this year instead of just IV* per 
cent. 

Diplomats, however, said 
storm clouds still loom over a 
dispute on farm subsidies, with 
the United States and Europe at 
loggerheads over spiralling farm 
subsidies. 

The OECD released figures 
this week showing that an aver- 
age of 47 per cent of the price 
paid to fanners in major farming 
nations for their products was 
accounted for by government 
subsidies, compared with just 
over 28 per cent in 1980. 

In tbe same period, European 
Community (EC) nations 
boosted subsidies to over 49 per 
cent from 36 per cent, while U.S. 
subsidies rose to over 35 per cent 
from under 15 per cent. 

U.S. special agricultural envoy, 
Daniel Amstutz, warned recently 
that Western cohesion could be 
damaged if the U.S. and the EC 
foiled to compromise on cutting 
back farm subsidies by the end of 
this year. 


Wall Street stocks, 
bonds fall sharply 

NEW YORK (R) — Wall Street 
was battered Wednesday by infla- 
tion worries brought on by an 
unexpectedly strong improve- 
ment in the U.S. trade picture. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age was down 35.32 points to 
1.950.93 at midafternoon falling 
21.22 points Tuesday, sinking to 
its lowest level for three months. 

Bond prices, meanwhile, hit 
their lowest price levels of the 
year, falling in value as interest 
rates jumped to their high for tbe 
year. 

Declining shares led advances 
6-1 on New York Stock Exchange 
volume of ISO million shares. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


L8575/85 

U.S. dollar 

1.2370/80 

Canadian dollar 

1.7010/47 

Deutschemarks 

1.9091/96 

Dutch guilders 

1.4212/22 

Swiss francs 

35.57/60 

Belgian -francs 

5.7690/7720 

French francs 

1264/1265 

Italian lire 

125.45/55 

Japanese yen 

5.9260/9310 

Swedish crowns 

6.2050/2100 

Norwegian crowns 

6.5200/50 

Danish crowns 

452.40/452.90 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The share market closed strongly higher on news of. 
further good local profits and Australia’s much improved current 
account deficit. Tbe All Ordinaries Index rose 14.8 to 1,453.4. 
TOKYO — Share prices dosed easier on rekindled concern over a 
posable rise in U.S. interest rates and by Wall Street’s decline 
overnight. The Nikkei Index lost 52.40 points, 0.19 per cent, to 
close at 27,767.58. 

HONG KONG — Stocks closed barely changed in thin and 
directionless trading. The Hang Seng Index was down 031 of a 
point at 2,533.26. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed marginally higher on selective 
buying and some bargain-bunting, despite Wail Street’s 21-point 
overnight foil and an easier Tokyo market. The Straits Times 
Industrial Index rose 4.35 to 975.01. 

BOMBAY — Market dosed. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended mostly lower in quiet trading as 
worries about a possible rise in world interest rates left investors 
sidelined despite tbe higher dollar. The Commerzbank Index, 
calculated at mid-session, fell 7.2 to 1,339.1. 

ZURICH — Prices closed little changed on low turnover, with the 
market failing to react to the firmer dollar or tbe lower overnight 
Wall Street dose. The All-Share Swiss Index was down 2.9 at 
806.0. 

PARIS — Shares opened the floor session 1.03 per cent lower in 
calm, thin trading, with operators awaiting the early trend on 
Wall Street for new direction. 

LONDON — Share prices in late trading were moving in line with 
Wall Street's fluctuations and continued lower across a broad 
front. At 1430 GMT. the FTSE 100 was down L3.5 at 1,775.7. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street stocks were lower in morning trading 
but Blue Chips recouped some earlier losses. The Dow fell two to 
1.984. 


Australia’s trade position 
shows dramatic improvement 


SYDNEY (R) — A dramatic 
improvement in Australia's trade 
position provided a boost to 
financial markets, pushing the 
Australian dollar nearly a U.S. 
cent higher Wednesday. 

Official statistics released 
Wednesday showed the deficit in 
the current accunt. measuring 
trade in goods and services, fell 
sharply to 396 million dollars 
($305 million) in April from 1.09 
billion ($839 million) the previous 


ROMERO’S 

THE ITALIAN RESTAURANT 

Wishes you all a very happy Eid Al Fitr and is waiting you 
to dine in its 

BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 

Tel: 644227. Near the Egyptian and American 
embassies 


month. 

Market analysts warned the fi- 
gure was probably an aberration. 

"But it is a very positive sign 
and augured well for the eco- 
nomy, ' Lloyds Bank chief eco- 
nomist Warren Bird told Reuters. 

Economists agreed that the 
economy was making a steady 
recovery in response to Treasurer 
Paul Keating's tough spending- 
cuts and in the wake of high 
prices for Australian comtnod- 
ities such as gold, wool and 
minerals. 

The latest trade statistics would 
help Keating maintain a firm grip 
on the economy when he presents 
his mini-budget on May 25, they 
said. 

He will be able to point to his 
tough fiscal policy last year which 
obviously is paying dividends ” 
Bird said. 
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^Wy^wfns 1 OK race 




strategy for Kenya’s Sam 
Ngatia iff tfe Revco-develand 
10K Sunday,’ "but was disastrous 
- for^ESao Rios of Portugal in the 
nunubon. . ...” . , .■ 

: Ngatia, who timed 28:53 id win 
by three feet {one metre) : over 
Jon Sinclair of Fort Collins, Col- 
orado, withstood three challenges 
bySindair in die fin al 200 yards 
(metres). Sinclair had run on 
Ngatia’s beels over the fina) five 
nnles (eight kilometres) after 
Adam Hoyle, rabbited the lead 
pack through a . 4- minute, 30- 
second first mile (lfc kilometre). 

“It’s tough to lead ail die way, 
but somebody’s got to do it,” said 
Ngatia, who; fought a headwind 
much of the race. “I was very 
confident. Tm in great form right 
now, and it was my day.” 

.“I kept thinking he (Ngatia) 
was running .a dumK race,” said 
Sinclair, wbo has now finished 
second in the. last three Revco 
10K. “Nobody wants to be the 
slicker and lead into the wind, but . 
he ran a great race toda^.” 

■ Rios built a huge lead in the 
eSriy miles (kilometres) of the 
marathon before faltering and 
being passed in the final two 


miles (three kilometres), first bv 
winner Pablo “Charlie” Vigil of 
Alamosa, Colorado, and then 
_ Louis . Kenny of Johnson Gey, 
Tennessee. Vigil, who also won 
the Revco Marathon in 1980 and 
1981. clocked 2:19.59. . 

After 15 miles (24 kilometres), 
Rios was 30 seconds ahead of 
Tony Sandoval’s course record 
2:14.36, but be experieced side 
cramps and was forced to walk 
several times. 

AndiaQ wins women’s race 

New Zealand's Anne Audain, 
a four-time Olympian, easily won 
her fifth Revco 10K in 33:05. 
Patricia Bullinger of Arlington. 
Virginia was a distant second in 
35:51. Audain was on pace to 
break her own course record of 
31:59 until turning back into the 
wind at the halfway point. 

“It seems like every year I'm 
on course record here, and then 
the wind comes off Lake Erie,” 
said Audain. 

Gloria Ramirez of Mexico Cily 
won the women’s marathon in 
2:41.57. Ramirez was not chal- 
lenged after the early miles of the 
race. Finishing second was Siiva- 
na Cucchietti of Saluzzo, Italy in 
2:43.18. 



“My diet counselor told me to go 
for a walk every morning before 
breakfast. Today I walked to 
Donut World.” 



Unscramble these four 'Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. ■ 



wm\ 

R 





r 

INDOAJ 

nc 

mum 


DILVER 


Print answer here: 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: UNEN YIELD SUCKLE GENDER 
Answer What the homicidal monster does before he 
gets out of the car— KILLS THE ENGINE 


U.S. coastguard decides not 
to investigate Conner’s dunking 

SAN DIEGO, California (R) — The U.S. coast guard decided 
Tuesday not to investigate how possibly the world's best known 
yachtsman Dennis Conner came to capsize his Catamaran and spend 
20 minutes dog paddling. 

Conner, winner of the America's Cup. and his five-man crew 
escaped injury Sunday after they were dumped into San Diego Bay 
during training. 

They were practicing in the modified Catamaran they were using to 
train for the up-coming America's Cup defence when the craft 
toppled on its side and lay sprawled in thick mud for several hours. 

The 40-foot Catamaran was heading out of the basin in light to 
moderate winds when it flipped, tossing the six men into the 
5&-degree water. 

Extra crew weight and modifications of the mast — it was raised 18 
feet to 81 feet — to give the craft more of the sailing characteristics 
Conner expects to get from his soon-io-be launched, 60-foot 
America's Cup defender — contributed to the mishap. 

“It just suddenly went over." said one witness. “Conner and his 
crew went flying. 

“There's nothing to stop a boater from capsizing his catamaran on 
the bay, that’s pan of sailing when a mistake is made, U.S. coast 
guard chief Scott Inbody told Reuters. 

Inbody said the coast guard, charged with investigating boating 
mishaps, would have been interested in finding out about the mishap 
at the time in order to determine if the vessel was a “hazard to 
navigation.” 

“1 guess they didn’t want further publicity,” Inbody said. “It was 
righted and just sailed away.” 

The scene took place near the San Diego Yacht Gub, where 
Conner had just been named “yachtsman of the year” for the sixth 
consecutive year. 

“I go from being named 'yachtsman of the year' to being the goat 
of the day,” quipped Conner when he reached shore. 

Conner, wbo is not a proficient swimmer, dog-paddled for 20 
•minutes to the safety of the dock, just 45 feet away (15 yards) away. 

It took almost six hours to right the vessel. 

Lesleigb Green, spokeswoman for Conner's Stars and Stripes 
Syndicate, said Conner was not treating the accident as a great 
disaster. 

“He's treating it light-heartedly in fact," said Green. 

Green said Conner and crew have had two other accidents while 
attempting to adjust to the new boats. 

“They are testing them to the limit to see what kind of stress they 
can take,” she said, adding that the adjustments to the catamaran 
made the vessels unstable. 
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A MATTER OF RESTRICTED CHOICE 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 5 

9 A 8 7 4 
v J83 

* KQ J74 

EST EAST 


WEST 

* 9 * AQ87 

9 10 9653 9 K Q 2 

•> A 10742 v 9 6 

* 85 * 10 632 

SOUTH 

♦ K J 10 6432 
9 J 

0 K Q 5 

* A9 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pan 

Opening lead: Ten of 9 
The Principle of Restricted 
Choice states that if a player has a 
choice of cards to play, he will 
sometimes play one, sometimes the 
other. Therefore, if he plays one 
card, he is unlikely to bold the oth- 
er. In ample terms, m athem a ti cally 
a player is more apt to hold one spe- 
cific card than two specific cards. 
Declarer pot that principle to work 
to make his game. 


Note South’s choice of four 
spades at his second turn. .Since he 
had originally responded one spade, 
he was now showing a game-going 
hand with a self-sufficient spade 
suit, and his partner was free to bid 
on if his band warranted. 

West attacked with the top of his 
heart sequence. Declarer won with 
dummy’s ace and led a trump to the 
ten, and Wen’s nine caused declarer 
to reflect. If it was a falsecard from 
9-8. declarer could simply continue 
with a trump to hold his losers to 
two trumps and the ace of dia- 
monds. But if Lhe nine was a single- 
ton, declarer was in danger of losing 
three trump iricks. Applying the 
Rule of Restricted Choice, declarer 
elected to believe the nine to be a 
singleton. 

He cashed four rounds of clubs, 
discarding two diamonds from 
hand, then continued with the ta- 
ble’s last club. East was faced with a 
Hobson’s Choice. He either could 
refuse to ruff, in which case declarer 
would sluff his last diamond to hold 
his losers to three trump tricks, or 
else East could ruff and allow de- 
clarer to overruff, permitting de- 
clarer to limit his losses to two 
trump tricks and a diamond. Either 
way. South was home. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


McEnroe gets 
seeding as 
Connors, 

Mecir 
drop out 

PARIS (R) — Former world 
number one John McEnroe of 
the United States Wednesday 
gained the 16th and last seeded 
place in the draw Tor the 
French Open after compatriot 
Jimmy Connors and MUoslav 
Mecir of Czechoslovakia polled 
out. 

McEnroe dropped from 14th 
to 19th place in the world com- 
puter rankings issued this week 
and looked like being unseeded 
in the French Open which 
starts Monday because all the 
top players, except American 
Brad Gilbert, were entered. 

But Connors, who would 
have been seeded fifth, told 
organisers Tuesday be would 
have to withdraw because oT a 
foot injury and Mecir, the 
world number seven, also pul- 
led out with back problems. 

Their withdrawals meant 
Guillermo Perez-Roklan, the 
Argentine teenager wbo ex- 
tended world number one Ivan 
Lendl of Czechoslovakia to five 
sets in Sunday’s Italian Open 
final, and McEnroe take the 
last two seeded places. 


NBA ROUNDUP 


Lakers, Dallas advance to 
Western Conference finals 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Los Angeles Lakers and Worthy led the Lakers with 27 
Dallas Mavericks moved within a victory of the P°‘ u nts - ®y ron . ad ^® d 24 j 
Western Conference finals with tight wins Tuesday Mycha^ Thompson '*8 for foe 
night. Lakers, who have beaten foe Jazz 


The defending champion Lak- 
ers once again struggled against 
Utah before squeezing out a 111- 
109 decision. Los Angeles, seek- 
ing to become foe first National 
Basketball Association (NBA) 
champion to repeat since 
1969. won it on Michael 
Cooper's only basket of the 
game, a jump shot from near the 
top of the key with seven seconds 
remaining. 

Dallas, which can wrap up foe 
series at home in game 6 Thurs- 
day night, beat shorthanded De- 
nver 110-106. 

The Nuggets, who finished one 
game ahead of the Mavericks in 
foe NBA's Midwest Division this 
season, were without Lafayette 
Lever and Jay Vincent, their 
second and third-leading scorers 
in the playoffs. Both are injured 
and Lever won't be available 
Thursday night, either. 


The sixth game of both besi-of- 
seven semifinal series will be 
Thursday night, at Salt Lake City 
and at Dallas. 

After Cooper's basket, the first 
game-winner of his 10-year 
career, put the Lakers ahead 110- 
109, James Worthy stole Marc 
Iavaroni’s inbounds pass. Worthy 
was fouled and made one free 
throw with five seconds left. He 
missed the second shot, however, 
and Utah but was unable to get 
off a shot before time ran out. 

Cooper, who scored only three 
points, hit his winning shot five 
seconds after Utah had taken a 
109-108 lead on a baseline jumper 
by Thuri Bailey, who led the Jazz 
with 28 points. 

On the ensuing possession. 
Magic Johnson penetrated the 
Utah defence and then fed foe 
ball to Cooper, who was wide 
open outside. 


Worthy led the Lakers with 27 
points. Byron Scott added 24, 
Johnson contributed 20 and 
Mychal Thompson 18 for foe 
Lakers, who have beaten foe Jazz 
in 32 of their last 35 games at foe 
forum. 

Karl Malone finished with 27. 

Mavericks 110*Nuggets 106 

Poor free- throw shooting by 
the Nuggets down the stretch was 
the difference. Denver, the 
NBA's top shooting team from 
foe line this season, missed seven 
straight free throws in the final 
seven minutes. 

Denver coach Doug Moe said 
seven missed free throws "ended 
up killing us. We’re a good free- 
rhrow shooting team. It was a 
fluke.” 

Rolando Blackman had 18 of 
his 24 points in the second half. 
Blackman’s 18-foot jumper gave 
Dallas a 106-102 lead with 40 
seconds left. After a pair of free 
throws by Denver's Danny 
Schayes, Aguirre’s long-range 
basket from the right side made it 
109-104. 


Hopes of 800 million Indians rest on Usha 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Olympic hopes of 800 million Indians rest 
on the slim shoulders of a hurdler known as P.T. who tr ains on a 
beach but has consistently struck gold in Asia and finished fourth at 
the 1984 Olympic games. 

But in Seoul this year a formidable array of Eastern Bloc athletes 
stand in the way of Pillavallakandi Thekaparambil Usha's dream of 
bettering her performance in the 400 metres hurdles. The 1984 
Olympics were boycotted by the Soviet bloc. 

“She is the only hope for us. So, in that sense she carries the 
aspirations of more people than anyone else at Seoul," said Indian 
Olympic Association member Vijay Kumar Malhotra. 

India's Olympic record is dismal in all sports except men’s hockey, 
in which it has won eight golds, a silver and two bronzes. “But even 
our hockey standard has become so poor that we barely qualified,” 
said Malhotra. 

Only one individual Olympic medal has been won by India — a 
bantamweight wrestling gold at Helsinki in 1952. 

“We don't do the selections in a proper way. there are not enough 
facilities and our training camps should begin four years before foe 
Olympics, not four months,” said Malhotra. 

The pressure to win the first Olympic track medal for India appears 
to have little effect on Usha, 24, a lanky and soft-spoken employee of 
Indian Railways. 

P.T. still trains on a beach hear her native Payyoli village in 
southern Kerala State where Madhavan Nambiar selected her more 
than 10 years ago to coach into one of Asia’s outstanding athletes, 
“ft’s my favourite Draining spot. The vastness gives me a sense of 
freedom which I don’t experience anywhere else,” Usha said in her 
autobiography “Golden Girl.” 

. She says she learned to run when she was 10, waiting near a mango 


BANK ON IT! 
by Staley B. Wbhta 


ACROSS 
1 Wand of 


38 CoM turkey 


abbr. 94 First DIM of 




8 Elec, term 

10 Laige bottles 

11 Conceit 

12 Fool part 

13 Shatter 

14 Vane tetter* 

15 ^Gunsmoke" 
star 

IB Egyptian 


18 Uodarground 
conduit 


« WKb i 

41 Marching 
syllable 

42 Majors or Grant 

43 Htafl atone 

47 Siantlo - Marta 
movie 

48 Above 

49 Saucy 

51 I lay 
Dying" 

52 — and 
hungry took" 

53 Energy 


71 Employs 

72 Act gloomy 

78 Integers: abbr. 

76 Theater boxes 

77 Leaven 

79 Sign gas 
85 Discard' 

87 From — Z 
SB WMeoprasd 

88 Dtva’a eong 
90 Paving stuff 
82 Choreographer 

Bob 


Diagramless » a 19, by F dm Butov 


ACROSS 
1 1 - Camara" 

4 Droops 
8 Tima gone by 

10 P a v aro tti vehicle 

11 Question word 

16 Anesthetic 

17 More un it e ua l 
IB Sort prof. 

20 BuHfSng Mock 

21 Liberal 

23 God ot love 

24 Cravats 

25 Mina finds 


DOWN 

1 Chimps 

2 Litoral 

3 On land 

4 Box 

5 Flying prefix 
8 Magmflcenl 

7 Small fish 

8 Mortise’s 


11 Speaks sol tty 

12 Clueker 


27 LsmSoRfa 
money 

28 Cotton fiber 
bondfo 

28 Go op alone 
31 Brie e*. 

34 Garret 
38 Btrigar s .g. 
37 Expunge 
41 Banting 
44 Exhausts 
48 Louvers 
48 Alma — 


13 Actor Ray 

14 WedAng cake 
section 

18 Take a break 
10 Poems 
22 Reagan 
confidant 
28 Sun 

30 Fertile earth 
SI Cut 

32 Rabbits 

33 Placid 


49 Depleted 

50 Comftkm 

52 Scot group 

53 Male parly 
56 Carried on 

67 Geologic 
dhrtskms 

58 MBHanr enter- 
iskwnem group 
60 Goblet part 
63 Chukker game 
86 Hardy heroine 

68 Sp eec h delect 


35 Championship 

36 Roads: abbr. 

38 Pacino and Hill 
38 Rested 
40 Gr. latter 

42 Enjoy a book 

43 See eagle 

46 Headliner 

47 Swaggered 
51 Art frame 
54 Interval 

66 Most prying 


orchard to pick up fruit that fell from foe trees. She would race her 
three sisters for the fruit and usually won. 

“I ate more than all my sisters put together,” she said. 

Usha's successes and a lack of comparable talent have forced India 
to enter her in as many events as possible to win medals. She has 
taken part in five or six events at every Asian competition since 1984. 

"The country has given me so much, I must repay it. If I don’t, who 
will?’’ says Usha. She won five golds at the Asian Track and Field 
Championships in Jakarta in 1985 and four of India's five golds at the 
Seoul Asian Games a year later. 

India sent a contingent of more than 400 officials and competitors 
to the Asian Games, provoking widespread criticism in Indian 
newspapers of the squad’s size and selection. 

Papers said Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi telephoned Sports 
Minister Margaret Alva in foe middle of the games to ask why India 
had not yet won any event. 

Told by Alva that India would start winning once Usha’s events 
began, Gandhi was reported to have said: “Then, send only Usha in 
future.” 

Usha herself said she was disturbed that India took more than 10 
days to win a gold and that it spurred her to go all out on her first 
appearance, the 200 metres heats, where she set an Asian Games 
record. 

“There was really no need for me to go flat out. But I just wanted 
to shake off foe Indian blues.” she said. 

The challenge in 1988 will be even tougher than that in Los 
Angeles for Usha. running against a full strength field of top East 
European 400 metres hurdlers and ranked in foe lower half of the 
world's top 50 in the event. 


Edited by Herb Eueosoa 
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106 Slightly open 

108 ColL sub*. 

108 Big wind 

110 AM 

111 — (be Mows! 

113 Literary 
monogram 

114 Sound ot 
annoyance 

116 Melnl-be B rin g 
rock 

117 Obacnred 

118 Rorom 


89 Secretive 
74 Change 
78 Ranee’s 
garment 

77 wear away 

78 Proclaim noisily 

79 Hollow st e m 

80 SuK material 

81 Dance 
movement 

82 Hoad: Fr. 

83 Aanor and 
Munow 


68 Drunkards 

60 Thick slice 

61 Cultivates 

62 Manor 

64 Fbbor 

65 Mo nst e r 

67 MenjMsager 

71 Haven 

72 Rbn 

73 Poor grade 
75 Agents: abbr. 
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Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Man resented designating Ms nicely kepi old borne as ■ landmark, as 
be bad lo pay a coin lo enter it. 

2. Golf pro shop memo; Gentlemen, please replace the turf or else 
retnif the place. 

3. Tycoon bail! highly successful career by forecasting Pacific Ocean 
typhoons. 

4. Calm lad ate steamed dams al an affair for lion Lamer*. 

CRYPTOGRAM! 

1. LlIN RVSWT ASVY M A V I S-E N C L I 5 H-V O W 

YMWSDBMO MSN TLDOO ElSSNGLOH 
KMODW: “YVSN BNNTN LUMG TRMGT GVR 

ODKN. YVSN AVVOT LUMG RDTN." -By Len Sherry 

2. LAVAFSO RXSBEADH LFMVYDFRO EYSHNE 

BRFBMR ENYE ENRI YXR LRXI BSDI. 

— By Connie RosenfcM 

3. ROOT PEDWZB PSZPOWZI TULIP ASNAP EYE 

IIRULI WZ VOIWD PZY R-A NUZLIVIC BIDCIZ 
A I C. —By Barbara J. Ragg 

4. NUTLOOKS K E P N FLORNKKR FI PVK UTEOP, 
FTP POI PA N V A A E SACK NA-ECR-NA. 

—By Norton Rhoades 
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gunmen surrender 
asse in Amritsar 
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AMRITSAR ( AP) — Forty -six Sikh extremists tooled 
up ’m the Golden Temple surrenderd to police 
Wednesday, and a senior police official said he 
believed there were no more Sikh gunmen left in the 
sprawling complex. 


The surrender came on the nation. 

I Oth day of the siege of the holy "According to two men who 
shrine, spiritual and miliranf surrendered (and) wenr back (in- 

.jeadquariers of Sikhs waging a side), there is no terrorist inside 

violent campaign for a separate jjj e temple." Punjab state police 


commander K.P.S. Gill told re- 
porters. 

However, Gill said police had 
not yet entered the Golden Tem- 
ple’s inner sanctum, the holiesr 
part of the shrine, to confirm that 
no Sikh gunmen were still inside. 

Earlier in the day, police had 
said about 60 extremists re- 
mained in the temple complex, 
but that figure was only an esti- 
mate. 
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In addition to those who gave 
themselves up during a police 
cease-fire, Gill said one extremist 
was shot to death by police when 
he tried to flee during the surren- 
der. Three others committed 
suicide, he said. 

Those who surrendered, in- 
cluding one woman, emerged 
from the Golden Temple, whose 
ground floor contains the inner 
sanctum, GUI said. They came 
out with their hands in the air. he 
said. 


‘Hess was 
murdered’ 
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ParamCftary police guard Sfl;hs who surrendered at the Golden 
Temn!e earlier this week 


On Sunday. 146 Sikhs surren- 
dered as police, commandos and 
paramilitary troops steadily tight- 
ened their hold on the walled 
compound, which includes 
offices, residential quarters and a 
dining hall, in addition to the 
Golden Temple itself. 

Since then, the security forces’ 
sharpshooters have kept up their 
pressure on the complex with 
bursts of machine gun fire, in- 
cendiary bullets and smoke 
bombs. The government forces 
were on rooftops of most build- 
ings overlooking the complex. 
Commandos bad moved inside 
the wails and occupied the dining 
hall and two brick towers that had - 
been used as lookout posts by the 
militants early in the siege." 


'First Msb-level Sieo-Soviet 


o 


PEKiNG (R: — Chinese and 
Soviet generals have met to dis- 
cuss border issues in what is 
relieved :o be their first formal 
rontact since *he:r forces clashed 
on the frontier in 1969, Soviet 
bloc sources said Wednesday. 

The sencraJs and other senior 
frontier officers met in Peking in 
April as members of a working 
group set up to hammer out 
technical details of a border 
agreement. 

A Soviet bloc source said they 
discussed how low planes could 
fly over the eastern section of the 
border while carrying out map- 
ping surveys and how'far officials 
cculd travel on the ground to 
inspect the disputed frontier. 

Relations between the two 
Communist giants collapsed in 
:he early 1960s. sparking off skir- 
mishes across the Amur and 
Ussuri risers along rheir eastern 
frontier. Hostilities reached a cli- 
max in the summer of 1969 with 
Soviet authorities registering 
almost 500 border infringements 
and armed skirmishes. 


"We believe these are the first 
talks between the Soviet and 
Chinese military for almost 20 
years when they met after the 
Ussuri fighting," an East Euro- 
pean source said. 

Moscow and Peking resumed 
border talks in February. 1987. 
after a nine-year break. Negotia- 
tions have been held between the 
two foreign ministries up to the 
rank of deputy minister. 

The dispute dates back more 
than a century and. along the 
eastern border, is focused on 
strings of islands. 

“The Soviets had been pressing 
for military experts to be included 
in the talks but China had always 
refused. This seems to be a con- 
cession." 3 second East Euro- 
pean source said. 

"It is natural that the defence 
ministries should be involved in 
the working group talks. These 
are technical, military matters,’’ 
the Soviet bloc source said. He 
declined to identify the generals. 

China's Foreign Ministry and 
Defence Ministry declined to 


comment on the talks. Soviet 
embassy officials were not avail- 
able. 

Western diplomats said they 
saw the military contacts as possi- 
ble first moves leading to confi- 
dence-boosting measures along 
the border. 

“A non-aggression treaty be- 
tween the two is years away but 
they both recognise that main- 
taining such forces along the bor- 
der is a huge drain of resources,” 
a Western diplomat said. 

"The Chinese have given up 
their paranoia of the Russians 
pouring across the border but 
they still see the Soviet Union as 
the greatest potential threat,” he 
commented. 

Soviet troop concentrations 
along the border with China are 
one of three major obstacles 
listed by Peking as blocking the j 
normalisation of relations with j 
the Kremlin. 

The other two are Moscow’s | 
military intervention in Afghanis- 
tan and iis backing of Vietnam’s j 
role in Kampuchea. I 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


10 killed in Soviet liner fire 


TOKYO (R) — Ten Soviet citizens were killed by a fire on a 
Russian cruise liner Wednesday at the western Japanese port of 
Osaka, fire department officials said. The 10 were trapped by the 
biaze on the bottom passenger deck of the white-painted 
4.S70-tonne Priamurye. Thirty-five passengers were hurt, some 
when thev jumped into the harbour to escape, and were being 
treated for burns, carbon monoxide poisoning and other injuries. 
AH the casualties were Russians. About 230 Japanese firefighters, 
33 fire engines and two firefighting boats took 1 1 hours to put out 
the blaze, a spokesman for the Osaka fire department said. “It 
looks like some of the passengers in the lower decks couldn’t 
come up and broke through windows and jumped into the water 
to escape." Vladislav Garsikov. deputy director of the Priamurye 
passenger tour, told Japan's national news agency Kyodo. “We 
tried hard to keep cairn. We don't really know the cause." 


Soviet authorities in February. 50 years alter he became one of 
the most prominent victims of Stalin's purges. The commentary, 
written by Zhang Kewen. said China quickly accepted Bukharin’s 
rehabilitation because “similar frame-ups were quite common in 
their own country in the past, particularly during the cultural 
revolution." In the past. Chinese accepted the Soviet position that 
Bukharin, who theorised that class struggle would subside after 
the Socialist Revolution, was a “right-opportunist.” in opposition 
to Stalin and Mao Tsetung. who insisted class struggle would 
continue to intensify. 


S. Koreans mark Kwangju killings 


Angola wins $75 million in aid 


GENEVA f R) — .Angola Tuesday won pledges of $75 million 
from donor nations to buy urgently needed food and medical aid 
for the war-tom country. U.N. officials said. Forty nations took 
part in the one-day emergency meeting under the auspices of 
United Nations Disaster Relief Organisation (UNDRO). The 
goal of the meeting, originally set at S156.3 million, was scaled 
back to 511M million after UNDRO officials discovered an error in 
their calculation for the price of rice. UNDRO coordinator 
Mohammed Essaafi said. Essaafi. who chaired the talks, told 
Reuters: "Angola is satisfied, undoubtedly, by the goodwill which 
was expressed. ! don’t believe the figures are final.” Essaafi said 
he expected more governments to contribute. Major donors were 
the European Community, which pledged S23 million. Italy with 
S2I million, France with*S8 million and Sweden with $6 million. 
The balance was contributed by ten other states. The Soviet 
Union, which backs the Marxist government in Luanda, was 
absent from the meeting. Angolan Planning Minister Antonio 
Henriques da Silva said in a speech that 1.5 million of the 
country's nine million population had been displaced or had 
urgent needs due to the civil war between UNITA rebels and the 
Marxist Government- 


KWANGJU. South Korea (R) — Thousands of mourners 
crowded a hillside cemetery near this south-western city Wednes- 
day to remember those lulled when the South Korean Army 
crushed the 1980 Kwangju uprising. Among the simple franite 
gravestones, wiry old women in traditional white mourning dress 
mingled with radical students wearing headbands daubed with 
anti-government slogans. At least a dozen similar ceremonies 
were held across the country to mark the anniversary of the nine 
days when Kwangju was cut off from the world. The government 
says 193 people died in the revolt against then army strongman 
Chun Doo Hwan's imposition of martial law. Local people say the 
real figure is at least i.000. Many of those who died were 
students. What local people call the "Kwangju massacre" remains 


a major issue in South Korean politics and Wednesday a 
committee of victims' families set out two demands: A full inquiry 


into the tragedy and punishment of those responsible. Kwangju 
police mobilised 4,200 men to guard against the trouble which has 
broken out on previous anniversaries of the rebellion. 


Philippine rebels bum down army post 


Chinese report praises Bukharin 


BEIJING {API — An official Chinese newspaper said Wednes- 
day that China welcomes the rehabilitation of Soviet Revolution- 
ary Nikoiai Bukh.irin. and tigress with many of rhe ideas that led 
to his being executed by Josef Stalin in 1938. The signed 
commentary in »he China Daily also said Chinese scholars are 
beginning to expluri the "dark age of the Soviet Union under 
Staiir,." and chronicle the crimes of Stalin, who is still regarded in 
China as one of the great figures of Communism. The reputation 
of Bukharin, an ear!* Bolshevik theoretician, was rehabilitated by 


MANILA I’R) — Communist rebels burned down an army 
outpost in the northern Philippines with volleys of flaming arrows, 
triggering heavy fighting that left 13 dead, the military said 
' Wednesday. The attack at dawn Sunday in Paracelis. mountain 
province, was the second time in recent months that guerrillas had 
used petrol-soaked arrows in an offensive against government 
soldiers in the mountainous region. The operations office of the 
northern military command said five soldiers were killed when 
about 150 New People’s Army rebels opened fire with machine- 
guns as the army defenders fled their burning huts. It siad eight 
rebels were killed in a running gunbattle with militiamen sent to 
reinforce the outnumbered soldiers. Elsewhere, army chief 
Brigadier-General Mariano Adalem has ordered an "all-out 
offensive" against rebel strongholds in the Central Luzon region 
near Manila following intelligence reports of a guerrilla buildup in 
the area. Central Luzon is the country's "rice bowl” and is 
regarded as the northern gateway to the capital. 
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Dukakis boosts nomination 
quest with victory in Oregon 


LONDON (R) — A British histo- 
rian alleged Wednesday that Hit- 
ler's deputy Rudolph Hess, who 
died in a Berlin war crime prison 
after 47 years’ captivity, was mur- 
dered to prevent bis imminent 
release. 

Hugh Thomas said in a state- 
ment he had strong evidence con- 
tradicting the official verdict of 
his jailers — World War U allies 
Britain. France, the Soviet Union 
and the United States — that 
Hess, 93, hanged himself at Span- 
dau jail last August. 

“Tliere is no substance in the 
allegation that prisoner number 
seven, Rudolf Hess, committed 
suicide... on the contrary; there is 
overwhelming evidence that 
murder was committed,” he said. 

An inquiry carried out by the , 
British Royal Military Police con - 1 
eluded that Hess, the only prison- 
er at Spandau since 1963, had i 
hanged himself on electrical flex | 
tied to a window latch. Thomas, 
whose book “Hess: a tale of two 
murders” is to be published 
Thursday, said Hess's family had 
evidence that a suicide note 
found on his body was a fake and 
that British officials had des- 
troyed crucial evidence. 

He said Britain had feared that 
Soviet Union was about to lift its 
veto on Hess's release, allowing 
the former Nazi to reveal em har- 
assing details of a wartime plot to 
overthrow Prime Minister Win- 
ston Churchill. 

“They’ve hidden behind the 
veto very successfully for a Jong 
time.” Thomas said. “The 
reason... is quite simply the pro- 
tection of the reputation of peo- 
ple in the hierarchical system of 
the government." 

He said he would give no de- 
tails of his evidence but would be 
prepared to present it at an inter- 
national investigation. 

The four wartime allies had 
guarded Hess at Spandau since he 
was jailed for life on charges of 
conspiracy into Scotland in 1941 
on an apparent mission to negoti- 
ate a peace with Britain. 

The Western allies repeatedly 
called for Hess's release but the 
Soviet Union vetoed the move, 
arguing that Hitler’s long-time 
comrade should die in jail. 

Hess's family has also express- 
ed doubts about the allied verdict 
of his death. 

His son Wolf-Ruediger had 
campaigned for years for Hess’s 
release, accusing the Allies of 
inhumanity. 


PORTLAND (R) — Mas- 
sachusetts Governor Michael 
Dukakis extended a string of im- 
pressive victories over Jesse Jack- 
son in their race for the Democra- 
tic presidential nomination, beat- 
ing the black civil rights activist in 
Oregon. 

With 45 per cent of the ballots 
counted in Tuesday's primary 
election, Dukakis bad 58 per cent 
of the vote, compared with 37 per 
cent for Jackson. 

Tennessee Senator Albert 
Gore and Missouri Representa- 
tive Richard Gephardt each got 
'two per cent of the vote. They 
had dropped out of the race, but 
their names were on the ballot. 

Vice President George Bush, 
the expected Republican 
nominee in the November gener- 
al election, ran unopposed in 
Oregon. 

After Tuesday’s primary, in 
which Dukakis took an estimated 
27 of the 45 Oregon Democratic 
delegates at stake, the candidates 


will shift their attention to Cali- 
fornia. As the most populous 
state, California will have 314 
delegates at stake in its June 7 
primary. 

Both Jackson and Bush were 
scheduled to campaign in Califor- 
nia Wednesday. 

Jackson told reporters in Los 
Angeles he thought he ran a good 
race in Oregon. “We keep fight- 
ing the odds, including the invisi- 
ble hand of lower expectations,” 
be said. 

Jackson said he expected to 
meet with Dukakis in California 
before the end of this week. 

Some view California, where 
Dukakis in recent polls has held a 
10 percentage point lead over 
Bush, as the beginning point for 
the general election campaign be- 
tween the two men. 

In a preview of the November 
election, a joint CBS News-New 
York Times poll and a separate 
survey by the Louis Harris Orga- 
nisation showed Dukakis with a 


strong lead over Bush. 

The CBSA’imes poll said Mon- 
day that Dukakis lead Bush in ail 
regions of the country and has a 
49-39 per cent edge nationally. 
Harris said Dukakis leads Bush in 
all regions except the south and 
holds a 50-43 per cent national 
advantage. 

Dukakis’s Oregon camping 
chairman. State Senator Grattan 
Kerens, said he expected the gov- 
ernor's streak of primary victories 
to continue. 



Jackson conspiracy 
thwarted 


Since early April, Dukakis has 
marched towards the party 
nomination with decisive victor- 
ies over Jackson in Wisconsin, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, West Virginia and 
Oregon. 


Jackson's spokesman in Ore- 
gon, James Klonoski. conceded: 
“There’s a certain logic now 
among Democrts that Dukakis is 
going to be the candidate, so you 
go with the winner.” 


Evidence of Sumgait police 
irresponsibility sparks riots 


MOSOCW (R) — Armenians 
under attack as Azerbaijanis 
went on a death hunt were told by 
Sumgait police to remain at 
home, making them sitting 
targets for the assassins, the 
newspaper Moscow News re- 
ported Wednesday. 

The report on the trial of 
Talekh Ismailov, who was jailed 
for 15 years for murder this week, 
provided new details of three 
days of ethnic bloodshed in the 
Azerbaijani port of Sumgait on 
the Caspian Sea last February. 

Ismailov. 20, was found guilty 
Monday by Azerbaijani supreme 
court judges of murdering Shagen 
Sarkisyan, a 62-year-old Arme- 
nian who died of skull and chest 
fractures. Moscow News said 
Ismailov killed him with a metal 


rod. 

“How did this happen?" the 
outspoken weekly asked, saying 
the fact that the court was sealed 
off by soldiers during the trial 
testified to the “helplessness” of 
the Sumgait police during the 
pogrom. 

Officials say 26 Armenians and 
six Azerbaijanis died before the 
Soviet army was sent in to restore 
order. 

“It remains to be clarified how 
it happened that on February 28 
and 29 many telephones in the 
city stopped working, and who 
gave out the reassuring advice: 
‘stay at home’ at a lime when 
people needed to be evacuated 
urgently,” it said. 

The report said one Armenian 
family whose apartment was be- 


Soviet explosion may 
affect START talks 


sieged by Azerbaijanis for seven 
hours failed to get an answer 
when they repeatedly telephoned 
the police. 

It said police inaction encour- 
aged the rampaging crowds, 
which broke into 200 flats, 50 
shops and burned 20 cars. 

Ismailov was the first of SO 
defendants charged with involve- 
ment in the Sumgait disorders, 
the worst ethnic bloodshed in the 
Soviet Union in decades. 

Moscow news said more than a 
dozen police officers had been 
sacked over the disturbances, but 
it implied they did not face trial, 
commenting that simply firing 
them would not be enough. 

The Sumgait riots broke out 
after the ethnic Armenian major- 
ity in the Azerbaijani region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh demanded 
the region's incorporation into 
neighbouring Armenia. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A recent 
explosion damaged a key long- 
range missile fuel plant in the 
Soviet Union and will likely delay 
Soviet missile deployment, the 
defence department said 
Tuesdav. 


Because the plant made fuel 
for the SS-24 missiles, the acci- 
dent could strengthen the U.S. 
position in nuclear arms reduc- 
tion talks with the Soviet Union, 
private defence analysts said. 

“An explosion on May 12 in 
Pavlograd destroyed several 
buildings at a Soviet propellant 
plant. Apparently this will delay 
Soviet solid propellant missile 
programmes,” a defence depart- 
ment statement said. 

No immediate information was 
available on casualties, a depart- 
ment spokesman said. 


Pavlograd is in the Ukraine and 
located 800 kilometres southwest 
of Moscow. 

The spokesman said the explo- 
sion would affect the solid fuel 
missile designated SS-25, which is 
transported by road, and the SS- 
24, which is moved by rail and is 
difficult to target in any counter- 
attack. 


Television reports quoted U.S. 
intelligence sources as describing 
the blast as “catastrophic,” but 
said the explosion did not involve 
a nuclear warhead. 

The SS-24 has a range of 6,200 
miles, carries 10 warheads and is 
most like the American MX mis- 
siles. 

It is believed the Soviets have 
deployed only 10 of the new 
SS-24 missiles. 

Defence analysts told the NBC 
television network the plant ex- 
plosion could be a major blow to 
the Soviet programme. 

The missile is considered an 
important element of the future 
Soviet nuclear arsenal, and in the 
current START talks on limiting 
long-range nuclear missiles, the 
United States wants the missile 
banned. 

“The impact on the START 
taiks could ironically be quite 
positive," defence analyst Frank 
Gaffney of the Hudson Institute 
said. 

But some U.S. sources think 
rhe explosion may be only a 
temporary setback and the 
Soviets could resume production 
of the missiles in a year, the 
network said. 


Moscow News said the major- 
ity of die Azerbaijanis facing trial 
were members of the Komsomol, 
the Communist Party youth wing. 
It said details of their crimes had 
shocked medical experts who 
took part in pre-trial investiga- 
tions. The report said 253 
Armenian families who fled Sum- 
gait after the pogroms had re- 
turned to the town, but 965 more 
still feared for their lives and were 
living elsewhere as refugees. 


Tuesday's court verdict 
sparked new mass demonstra- 
tions in Soviet Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, Moscow-based hu- 
man rights monitors said 
Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the weekly 
Express-Khronika cold Reuters 
15.000 people massed in the 
Armenian capital of Yerevan 
Tuesday. 24 hours after Ismailov 
was jailed. 

Citing reports from the area, 
he said several thousand more 
demonstrated in the Azerbaijani 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh af- 
ter the court's ruling. 

“The Armenians consider that 
the Soviet authorities are re- 
sponsible for the events in Sum- 
gait," Vladimir Ryabokon said. 

“They feel that court action is : 
not the way to solve the problem. 
They want’a radical political solu- ' 
tion’" 


Senate votes ‘no deal’ with Noriega 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Sen- 
ate called on the Reagan Admi- 
nistration Tuesday not to make a 
deal to drop drug-trafficking 
charges against Panamanian 
strongman Manuel Antonio 
Noriega in exchange for his relin- 
quishing power. 

The move came as Stanley 
Morris, director of the U.S. Mar- 
shals Service, said marshals 
would try to track down and 
apprehend General Noriega to 
face the charges if U.S. negotia- 
tions with him collapsed. 

The Senate vote on a non- 
binding resolution opposing a 
deal with Noriega was 86-10. Ear- 
lier the Senate voted 95-0 to deny 
U.S. aid to the Panama Defence 
Forces (PDF) until Noriega. 
Panama’s armed forces chief and 
de facto ruler, has been removed 
from office. 

Asked for comment on the 
Senate action, which followed 
disclosure by administration 
sources last week that the U.S. 
government had approved a plan 
to drop drug charges against 
Noriega. White House spokes^ 
man Marlin Fitzwater said: 

“We don’t think it’s particular- 
ly helpful to shut off any kind of 
option in advance in this kind of 
circumstance. 

“On the other hand, we simply 
aren't in a position to say any- 
thing about this resolution be- 
cause it is based on an action that 
has not been taken and one that 
we have not even confirmed is 


even being contemplated." 

Morris, in response to ques- 
tions after a speech at the Nation- 
al Press Club, said of Noriega: 
"We have two valid arrest war- 
rants issued in Florida. We are 
pretty good at this." 

He said Noriega would be con- 
sidered a fugitive if the negotia- 
tions with an American team in 
Panama City broke down. 

Morris denied he was trying to 
send a message to Noriega, but 
his comments appeared aimed at 
putting more pressure on 
Noriega’s representatives to 
reach a deal with the U.S. nego- 
tiators. 


diplomats and Noriega repre- 
sentatives. 

Asked when the bargaining 
would conclude, Reagan replied: 
“I wish 1 knew.” 

Rejecting suggestions that his 
administration was backing away 
from its initial hardline stance 
against Noriega, the president 
said: "I can only tel) you that 
we’re not going to whitewash 
anvone." 


Reagan, who met with repor- 
ters hours after the Senate over- 
whelmingly approved a non-bind- 
ing resolution opposing such a 
deal, would not discuss terms of 
the negotiations with Noriega but 
vowed that the talks would con- 
tinue. 


But the senate's resolution ex- 
pressed rising frustration in 
Washington with the effort to 
bargain with Noriega. 

Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole of Kansas broke 
with the administration to declare 
that dropping the drug charges 
against Noriega would be a mis- 
take. 


“No. Fm not going to back 
away from what we're trying to 
do." he said when asked whether 
he might reconsider the talks. 

Reagan repeatedly refused to 
answer specific questions about 
the drive to oust Noriega, who 
has been indicted by two Florida 
grand juries on drug smuggling 
and money laundering charges. 

“What were interested in is 
seeing a restoration of democracy 
in Panama." he said in one of 
several references to behind-the- 
scenes bargaining between U.S. 


Last week. U.S. attorney Leon 
Kellner of Miami, a federal pro- 
secutor who brought the drug 
charges against the Panamanian 
leader . said both he and Attorney 
General Edwin Meese were 
opposed to dropping them. 

Dole told the senate Monday 
that effective ways should be 
«>ughi to get Noriega to leave. 
But he said the right message 
was: “No deals with drug 
dealers." 6 


"If we let Noriega off the hook 
on the drug indictments ... we 
have sent a very regrettable mes- 
sage to the world ... that we've 
got higher priorities than our war 
on drugs," Dole said. 
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ST LOUIS (R) — A man who 
U.S. agents said is a member of a 
white supremacist group and his 
wife have been charged with con- 
spiring to kill Democratic pres- 
identiat candidate Jesse Jackson, 
authorities said Tuesday^ Loaded 
Williams, 30, and his wife Tam- 
mv, 27, of Washington, Missouri, 
were also charged in a federal 
court here with threatening an 
informer and with possessing an 
automatic rifle. Their arrest Fri- 
day was not made public until 
Tuesday while authorities con- 
tinued their investigation into the 
case. They are being held without 
bond. Secret service agent J. 
Christopher Murphy testified at a 
hearing that agents had taped a 
conversation in which LondeU 
Williams said a white supremacist 
group called the Covenant, the 
Sword and the Arm of the- Lord 
was planning to assassinate Jack- 
son July 4. Murphy testified that 
an informant had led authorities 
to a wooded area near St. Loins 
where they found a loaded auto- 
matic rifle that belonged to tbe 
Williamses. In 19S5, authorities 
raided the group's 91 hectare 
compound in northern Arkansas 
and found an arsenal of illegal 
weapons, including anti-tank and 
anti-aircraft guns, as well as hate 
literature, explosives, poison, 
gold and stolen trucks. In Los 
Angeles Tuesday night, Jackson 
said the disclosure of the plot 
would not deter him from his 
campaign. 


Controversy over new 
Prince album 


MINNEAPOLIS { AP) — Con- 
troversy over the cover of rock 
star Prince's new album, 
“Lovesexy," on which the singer 
appears nude but with his legs 
strategically placed, does not 
appear to have hurt sales. The 
album has sold at least 1.6 million 
copies since its May 10 release 
even though some record outlets 
are refusing to sell it. Prince 
publicist Robyn Riggs said Mon- 
day. “Obviously, it doesn't seem 
to be hurting.” she said of the 
controversy. The album sold 


800,000 copies in the first week in 
tbe United States and 800,000 in 


Great Britain in the first four 
days, she said. Sales of the 
album's first single, "Alphabet 
St.,” were at least 700.000 in the 
United States, she said. 


TV shows solve 


crimes 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — If 
you're a wanted criminal in 
America, watch out. “Unsolved 
Mysteries” or “America’s Most 
Wanted.” may send tbe police to 
your doorstep. Jerry Strickland 
was arrested in connection with a 
1987 Michigan murder when 20 
people recognised him after 
seeing NBCs “Unsolved Myster- 
ies” last February. Strickland was 
watching when he was arrested. 
He told police it was his favourite 
show. One fugitive, James 
Charles Stark, was found on tbe 
basis of a promotional ad for an 
upcoming episode of Fox Broad- 
casting’s weekly programme 
“America’s Most Wanted.” - 
Stark, convicted three times as a 
sex offender, was wanted in con- 
nection with a murder and a rape. 
Fox contends 13 dangerous cri- 
minals are behind bars today as a 
result of profiles in the first 12 
weeks of “America’s Most 
Wanted,” the network's highest- 
rated show in the most recent 
rating period. Actor Robert 
Stack, host of “Unsolved Myster- 
ies." said four cases have been 
resolved as a result of that show. 
“This is a public service," Stack 
said. “It works. Television is riKh 
a saturation medium. People 
blame television for passive view: 
ing. This is active viewing, with 
two-way communications:' You 
can help solve a mystery.” 


Author laments early 
success 


PITTSBURGH (AP)— Hei 
years old and his first navel 
brought a record-breafi 
SI 55,000 advance and .talk i 
possible movie, but M kfaat lf 
bon still lives a quiet life an 
trying to pretend it did not 1 
pen. In fact, his big laiheiifls 
he did not have to work s 1 
harder and get a little older 
fore success came. “iTie Myt 
Ie& of Pittsburgh” was mean 
he his master’s thesis, but 
professor sent it to an agent. J 
Y ork publisher Wilfiaitr htef 
and Company paid .$*55,000 
the hardcover rights, "ibe 1 
ever given for a first s&ch 
literary qoveL Since its . 'A 
release, Chabon’s novel, lias 
best-seller lists, fofeiCT fij 
have been sold .in, T3kcqum 
and bids for paperback rights 
m “« six figures. A motion 
Jure also is 
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